Brentsville

Neighbors

June 2016

Welcome neighbors,

We have not received any specifics pertaining to
the number of mothers who visited thesite during
May but the Brentsville Court and Trades Day
was a success. While fewer people took
advantage of this than had been hoped, at least
71 visitors comingin waves kept the site busy.
We understand that the historic wheelwright was
abig hit and many enjoyed taking apeek inside
thejail. Plansarealready being made to host an
even larger Court and Trades Day program next

spring.

The next timeyou visit thesitetakealook at the
garden beside thelog home. Todd Hunt of Boy
Scout Troop 1390 rebuilt the fence as part of
his Eagle Scout Project and did awonderful job.
He wanted to make sure we know that most of
his materials for thefence weredonated. Thank
you Todd!

Also, what is good for the mothers is good for
thefathers. So on June 18 and 19 Father’s Day
tours will be offered at all of the historic sites
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. where all fathers will
be given freetoursof thesites. Other adults will

still have to pay the nomina $5.00 fee but
children 6 and under are always free.

Then from June 20 to 24 the very popular
VirginiaHeritage Camp will once again be hosted
by Dave Born and his able assistants. The cost
is $250.00 per child and reservations are
required as it sells out early. Thisisatimefor
children to explore Virginia history from Native
Americans through the 20th Century. Learn
about life in early Virginia through hands-on
activities and crafts such as candle dipping and
churning butter. Learn about how the
Revolutionary War and the Civil War changed
life in Virginia by drilling with soldiers and
cooking over afire. Registration for this camp
can bedoneon lineat www.pwcparks.org or by
calling 703-792-8320 or 703-365-7895.

Finally, as promised to many of you last month,
a complete update on the jail restoration is
offered in this edition thanks to Brendon Hanafin,
the county’ sHistoric Preservation Division Chief.

Very best wishes,
Kay and Morgan
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Letter From Brentaville
6«‘ ‘3;\

G

| have a humiliating confession
to make, which is that | do not
understand high finance, banks,
bankers, or what “balance brought
forward” means. Why anybody would
WANT to bring a balance forward is
more than my mind can fathom.
Couldn't they just leave it in the back-ground and sort of
ignore it, the way | do, instead of sending out envelopes
bulging with pages and pages of very boring figures, with
dates interspersed here and there—by way of variety, we
decided, after examining them cautioudy, first down-side
up, and then up-side down, and ending no wiser than when
we began? But obviously here was something to be dealt
with, one way or another, so we rounded up enough pencils
to construct aredwood tree, sharpened them carefully, drew
a deep breath, and plunged.

First | tried adding up al of the red figures, but the
result was so terrific that | knew | hadn't spent THAT much
money, though | went and looked hopefully in my closet to
see if any mink coats had somehow dipped in there in an
absent-minded way. To my great disappointment they had
not, so back | went to the desk, and this time added the
BLACK number,—which made an even more awe-inspiring
total . Next, | subtracted the red numbers FROM the black
ones, and felt that at last | was beginning to get somewhere,
when my son walked in and pointed out with nasty e ghth-
grade superioritythat the red oneswere DATES. (Incidentally,
the national Bank should get a new red ribbon for its
typewriter that “J’" in June could be amost anything!) Well,
this threw my calculations into abject confusion, and | had
to start all over again with acompletely new mathematical
system, which | invented myself on the spur of the moment.

Perhaps | should here remark that before my husband
left for California he spent three excessively long evenings
patiently explaining how to baance a bank-book. —ANd |
must say it al sounded very ssimple. “Oh, | cando THAT” |
exclaimed airily, and proceeded to strain my knowledge of
arithmeticto it’sutmost by deducting animaginary ten dollar
check from atheoretical fifty dollar balance, and then
pocketing the forty that was | eft over.

WA, I think | can now say definitely that | have thrown
hisaccount into astateof chaosfromwhichit will probably
never recover; | doubt if Judah P. Benjamin himsalf could
figure it out, especialy those stray thirteen cents that seem
to creepinfrom timeto time, though | went to great painsto
make the figures al come out even, and if a check was for
$14.37 forinstance, | entered it as$14 even, or sometimes as
$14.50 to simplifythe book-keeping.

The communication | received from the Bank was very
emphatic on one point: “ Please examinethis statement upon
receipt,” it said firmly, “and report at once if you find any
difference so we may know whether our books agree with
your own.” After wiping the tears of merriment out of my
eyes,—who woul d think that an atmosphere of marble and

brass and adding machines could produce such a sense of
humor? —I sat down to note the precise points of difference
between the Federal Reserve System and my own, and found
that they are quite hopel essly muddled. As a matter of fact,
I made the startling discovery that they owe me the lavish
sumof $293,000. 62 whichl proposeto collectin amdl weekly
installments. And the first check | am going to transmute
promptly into a pig, before they can come and snatch it
back. Maybe TWO pigs. | cannot help but feel that pigs
have more personality than a bank statement, and besides
they don’'t send you repulsive-looking brown envel opes on
the first of every month, or go bouncing riotously around
Manassas, as some checks seem to have a tendency to do.

Meanwhile, | have filed all statements, receipts, and
business communications neatly away in asafe place where
| feel surel will beable to find them again. —In some book,
| think it was; A red Book?—no, agreen one. Ohwell, weonly
have alittle over a thousand books, of which two-thirds
have either red or green covers, so tracking it down will
make a nice occupation for my husband some rainy evening
when he gets home. —IF he gets home. Good heavens! Here
he is now!

The Brentsville Home Demonstration Club met on
Tuesday at thehome of Mrs. John Cox. Several new members
were present, and a very pleasant and instructive afternoon
was enjoyed by all.

Mrs. Myrtle Keys' son, David Landis, was a home on
Sunday.

Mr. C. C. Cordd | spent Saturday night at the home of
hisdaughter, Mrs. Jim Shoemake.

Mrs. Bean's daughter, Mrs. Dove, of Herndon, isin the
hospital, andthe children are stayingwith their grandmother.

Mrs. Bradshaw entertained ahousefull of relativesover
the week-end; her father, Mr. J. E. Owens, of Alexandria,
grandmother, Mrs. EllaOwens, great-uncleAlbertHale, from
Norfolk and grandfather, Frank Hal e, of Baltimore. Also her
niece and nephew, Nancy and Lewis Frinks, who will stay
until Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Tucker were guestsof Mr. and Mrs. Morris
Keys on Sunday, and aso Mrs. Keys' brother, Mr. William
Dienl fromAlexandria

Mr. Lewis Bradfordand hisson, Steuart |eft last week to
visit Mr. Bradford's brother and sister in Ohio. It has been
thirty years since they have seen one another, so the reunion
should be a very happy one. Mrs. Bradford's daughter Mrs.
Claiborne, and granddaughter, are making a prolonged visit
here, and her son, Russdll, is aso staying with his mother
during the absence of Mr. Bradford.

Mr. Clyde Bean i shomefrom South Carolina, where he
has been working for severd years.

Mr. K. M. Hartmann is now enrolled at the Vocational
School in Manassas.

Sincerely,
Agnes Webster
Source: The Manassas Messenger, June 20, 1947
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Where WILD things live...
Lonicerajaponica

Japanese Honeysuckle

NATIVE RANGE: Japan and
Korea

DESCRIPTION:  Japanese
honeysuckle is a perennia vine
that climbs by twisting its stems
around vertical structures,
including limbs and trunks of
shrubs and small trees. Leaves
are oblong to oval, sometimes §
lobed, have short stalks, and
occur in pairsaong thestem. In §
southern and mid-Atlantic states,
Japanese honeysuckle often
remains evergreen — its leaves
remain attached through the winter. In colder northern
climates, theleaves mayfall off after exposureto prol onged
winter temperatures. Flowers are tubular, with five fused
petals, whiteto pink, turning yellow with age, very fragrant,
and occur in pairs aong the stem at leaf junctures. Stems
and leaves are sometimes covered with fine, soft hairs.
Japanese honeysuckle blooms from late April through July
and sometimesinto October. Small black fruitsare produced
in autumn, each containing 2- 3 oval to oblong, dark brown
seeds about ¥ inch across.

ECOLOGICAL THREAT: In North America, Japanese
honeysuckle has few natura enemies which alows it to
spread widely and out-compete native plant species. Its
evergreen to semi-evergreen nature gives it an added
advantage over native species in many areas. Shrubs and
young trees can bekilled by girdlingwhen vinestwist tightly
around stems and trunks, cutting off the flow of water
through the plant. Dense growths of honeysuckle covering
vegetation can gradualy kill plants by blocking sunlight
from reaching their leaves. Vigorous root competition aso
helps Japanese honeysuckle spread and displace
neighboring native vegetation.

DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED STATES: Japanese
honeysuckle occursacrossthe southern U.S.from California
to New England and the Great Lakes region. Escaped
populationsa so occur inHawalii. Severewinter temperatures
and | ow precipitation may limit its distribution in northern
latitudes and in the West, respectively.

HABITAT IN THE UNITED
STATES: A ubiquitous invader,
Japanese honeysuckle thrives in
a wide variety of habitats
including fields, forests,
wetlands, barrens, and al types
of disturbed lands.

BACKGROUND: Japanese
honeysuckle was introduced to
theU.S.intheearlyto mid-1800s
as an ornamental plant, for
erosion control, and for wildlife
forage and cover. Its highly
fragrant flowersprovideatiny drop of honey-flavored nectar
enjoyed by children.

BIOLOGY & SPREAD: Growth and spread of Japanese
honeysuckleis through vegetative (plant growth) and sexua
(seed) means. It produces long vegetative runners that
devel op roots where stem and leaf junctions (nodes) come
in contact with moist soil. Underground stems (rhizomes)
help to establish and spread the plant locally. Long distance
dispersal is by birds and other wildlife that readily consume
the fruits and defecate the seeds at various distances from
the parent plant.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS: Several effective methods of
control are available for Japanese honeysuckle, including
chemica and non-chemical, depending on the extent of the
infestation and available time and labor. For small patches,
repeated pulling of entire vines and root systems may be
effective. Hand pull seedlings and young plants when the
soil ismoist, holding low on the stem to remove the whole
plant along with its roots. Monitor frequently and remove
any new plants. Cut and remove twining vines to prevent
them from girdling and killing shrubs and other plants.
Burni ng removes above ground vegetation but doesnot kill
the underground rhizomes, whichwill continueto sprout. In
certain situati ons, tethered goats have been used to remove
honeysuckle growth, but must be monitoredto prevent their
escape to the wild where they would become an added
ecological threst.

Source: https://www.nps.gov/plants/aien/fact/lojal.htm
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The Removal of the Courthouse from Brentsville

to Manassas. Fraud or Sour Grapes
By Robin L andes, L auraWyatt and Ron Turner

(Used with Per mission)

OnJduly 1, 1872, thequalified electorsof Prince
William County voted upon the question of
removing their County Seat from Brentsvilleto
Manassas. Theimpetusfor thisremoval was, in
fact, much like that begun in the late 18 century,
when citizens in the western portion of the county
urged removal of the courthousefrom Dumfries
to Brentsville. While petitioners for the change
of venue relied upon the mercy of the Virginia
General Assembly, the 1872 removal was put to
avote of the citizens.

The county seat was removed to Brentsvillein
1820, after more than 35 years of petitioning.
Thejustifications for thischange included the fact
that Dumfrieswas at an extremeend of the county
and thus difficult to reach. Dumfrieswasno longer
a viable port and center of trade due to the
extensive cultivation of tobacco that resulted in
thesiltingin of Quantico Creek. Speculation may
have aso played arole, as many partieswith an
interest in the move had already invested in lands
wherethe new county seat would be built. It was
for very similar reasons that a new group of
supporters pressed for removal from Brentsville
to Manassas by the 1870’ s.

The development of the railroad at Manassas
Junction recommended thetown as an excellent
site for the public buildings. Many wealthy and
influential businessmen had invested in property
in the growing town. One man, George C.
Round, went so far asto “donate’ theland upon
whichthe new county seat would bebuilt. These
factors, combined with damagethat Brentsville
incurred during the Civil War and its retarded
repair and redevelopment, led to theraising of
theissue.

So it wasthat, in 1872, the General Assembly
issued abill, “ To authorize the qualified voters
of the County of Prince William to vote on the
guestion of removing the County courthouseto
Manassas.” (Prince William County Circuit Court
Archives, Judgments, 1873). Thisbill stipulated:
“1...that it shall be the duty of the several
officersconducting electionsin the County of
Prince W liam, at the time and place for
holding the general election on the fourth
Thursday in May, 1872, to prepare a separate
ballot box for each voting precinct, in which
shall be deposited the ballots of the then
qualified voterswho shall desire to vote upon
the question of said removal. The said ballots
should be respectfully as follows:
For Brentsville.
For Manassas.

Each ballot so cast, which shall havewritten
or printed thereon “ For Brentsville,” shall be
taken and counted as a vote against the
removal of the said courthouse, and each
ballot so cast which shall have written of
printed thereon “ For Manassas,” shall be
taken and counted as a vote for the removal
of said courthouse fromits present location
to the village of Manassas in said county.

2. Themanner of receiving and canvassing the
ballots cast at such election on the question
of the removal of said courthouse, and
making returns and abstracts of the results
thereof, shall conformin all respects to the
regulations prescribed by the general election
law of this State, except the certificate of the
judges of election shall be as follows:

We hereby certify that at theelection held
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(Continued from page 4)

votes were cast “ For Brentsville,” and
votes were cast “ For Manassas,” GH., J.R.
Clerks and A.B., C.D., E.F. Judges, and
provided further, that the commissioners of
election shall make on a separate sheet an
abstract of said votes against and for the
removal of the said courthouse of Prince
W liam County, which abstract shall be duly
signed by said commissionersand deposited
in the office of the clerk of the county court
of said county.

3. If fromsuch returns and abstracts of votes
so cast upon the question of the removal of
the courthouse of Prince Wliam County it
shall appear that a majority of the votes were
“for Manassas,” thesaid village of Manassas
shall be, to all intentsand purposes, the place
of holding courtsin thesaid county of Prince
William, and for conducting the business
incident thereto, so soon assuitable buildings
may be erected for that purpose: provided,
that the people of Manassas shall furnish the
necessary lot of ground, enclose it, and erect
thereon, without expense to the people of the
county, asgood or better courthouse, jail and
clerk’s offi ces than those in present use, and
shall convey, by proper legal conveyance, the
title to the said lot and buildingsthereon to
thesaid county, the fundsfor the purchase of
thesaid lot and the erection of said buildings
to be received by Benjamin D. Merchant,
Charles L. Hynson and W Iliam S. Fewell, who
shall constitute, in connection with the Board
of Supervisors, abuilding committee, to erect
the courthouse and other necessary buildings;
and it shall be the duty of the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Prince W lliam
to sell the public buildings at Brentsville upon
such terms as they shall deem best, and
appropriate the proceeds of said sale toward
the erection of the necessary public buildings
at Manassas aforementioned; and the Board
of Supervisors of said county shall select a

lot on which said public buildings shall be
erected: and further provided, the said
removal of the said courthouse shall not take
place beyond the year 1873.

4. Thisact shall bein force fromits passage.”

The ballots were cast on May 23, 1872, but
apparently the provisions of this bill were not
followed, as petitioners addressed themselves to
County Court Judge Aylett Nicol with voting
irregularities as early as May 29. These
petitioners wrote,

“ That on said 23rd day of May, 1872, the vote
on the said question was taken at various
precinctsin said county, and returns thereof
made to the Clerk’s office of Your Honor’s
Court — that on the 2nd day after the said
election day two of the persons appointed by
your Honor as Commi ssionersfor the Election
of the said County, met at the Clerk’s office
of the said County Court and without
organization according to law and in the
absence of a quorum proceeded unsworn to
open the poll-books fromthedifferent election
precincts in said county and to count and
canvass the said returns. That the said two
Commissioners left the said the poll books
unsealed and the returns uncounted in the
Clerk’'s office of the said Court fromthat day
until thefourth day after the said election day
at which timeand placea full board convened.
These two Commissioners, however,
canvassed the election returns from Coles
precinct and ascertained the certificateof the
Judgesand Clerksof the Election to the votes
cast or alleged to have been cast “ For
Brentsville” and “ For Manassas” to be
insufficientinlaw...” (Manassas Gazette, June
1872).

Ultimately, the petition alleged that the
Commissioners decided the vote of Monday,
May 27, 1872 was in favor of Brentsville by a
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majority of 49 votes. It stated that this decision
was rendered under protest and that it was
“...wholly wrong and erroneous,” for many
reasons including the decision was made on the
wrong day, that aquorum was not present, that
the two Commissioners who did meet were not
properly sworn in and that the poll-books were
left unsealed. The petitioners charged, “ ...
special fraud in the conduct of the election
officersat the Occoquan precinct...” and “ ...
that the judges of election who received
ballots cast for Manassas opened many of
them before depositing them and read the
writing or printing on their face, and made
publicat diverstimesduringthe said day how
many votes had been cast for Manassas, and
how many for Brentsville, and this conduct
your petitioners charge was illegal and
fraudulent, and doneto influence electorsin
voting.” (Manassas Gazette, June 1872). The
petitioners who charged that the results for the
Coles and Occoquan precincts were fraudulent
included Richard M. Weir, H. B. Varner, B. D.
Merchant, George C. Round, George B. Jones,
S.A. Thomas, B. M. Florence, J. W. Hornbaker,
Robert M. Weir, B. L. Cannon, R. W. Merchant,
John H. Butler, S.W. Burdgeand C. L. Hynson.

By June 4, 1872, the Board of County
Supervisors and Commissioners of Elections for
Prince William County published that, “ Weshall
contest the election held in said county on the
23rd day of May, 1872 under a special act of
the State Legislature, passed to enable the
qualified electors of Prince W liam County to
vote upon the question of removing their
County Seat from Brentsville to Manassas,
under that said election the Commissioners
thereof, erroneously decided Brentsville to
have a majority of 49 votesover Manassas.”
(Manassas Gazette, June 1872).

The Election officials were subsequently
summoned to appear in court to give testimony

on theirregularities, Someof thesemen included
John S. Powell, Thomas L. Selecman, A. H.
Johnson, James V. Nash, CharlesRyan, Lycurgus
Ledman, William Selecman, John Murphy,
Thomas J. Powell Jr, John King, Charles Holland,
Samuel R. Lowe, Isaac P. Baldwin, J. J. Cockrell
and E. E. Conner. (Prince William County Circuit
Court Archives, Judgments, 1872).

While the records of the court have not been
found, one can surmise that the protest was
disallowed, as the court remained at Brentsville
for another twenty years. Recordseven indicate
that repairs continued to be made through the
1890’ s One such document, dated 1875, was
for payment of the cost of aweather vane and
insulators to Frank Ash.

CORRECTION

| have been called on the
carpet by several family
members for my mathematical
abilities. Seems that | made a
mistake in the time since H.L.
passed away; he has been gone
since 2/5/92, so that makes it
24 years - not 16 as | said.
Sorry folks, guess time really
does move on!

Mary Pearson Pumphrey

129-06




When WAR Cameto Brentsville

BUCKLAND MILLS, June21, 1863-10.30p. m.

Mg or-General BUTTERFIELD,
Chief of Staff,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

| arrived here at dark. My advance is haf way from hereto New Baltimore. | have reportsthat Hampton’s brigade is at
New Baltimore, of which | am certain; aso reported that infantry and artillery are there. | have scouting partiesout inall
directions. | will attack the enemy to-morrow morning. Pleaseinform me whether my scouting party has returned from
Dumfries and Brentsville. 1 woul d beg to be informed how the fight of to-day resulted. Veryrespectfully, your obedient
servant,

JUL. STAHEL,
Major-General, Commanding Cavary Division.

JuliusH. Stahel-Szamwald (November 5, 1827 — December 4, 1912) wasa

Hungarian sol dier who emigrated to theUnited States and becameaUnion general
in the American Civil War. After thewar, he served as aU.S. diplomat, a mining
engineer, and alifeinsurance company executive. Hereceivedthe Medal of Honor
for gallantry in action at the Battle of Piedmont in1864. Until the outbreak of the
American Civil War, he worked for a German-language newspaper in New York
City.
In 1861 Stahel and Louis Blenker recruited the 8th New York Vol unteer Infantry
Regiment, the 1st German Riflesor Blenker’s Rifles. Stahel, who had dropped the
“Szamwald” portion of his surname, became the regiment’s lieutenant colond,
while Blenker served ascolond. Stahel first saw combat at theFirst Battle of Bull
Run, leadingthe regiment in Blenker’ sfirst brigade of DixonMiles sFifth Division.
Theregiment covered the flight of the Union Army of Brig. Gen. Irvin McDowell.
The8th NewYork servedin Blenker’ sdivision of thenewbornArmy of the Potomac
until it wastransferred to western Virginia. Stahel become a colonel on April 23,
1862. He commanded abri gade under Blenker inthisperiod.

Stahel led a brigade under Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont in the Mountain
Department duringanincursion into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Hisbrigade
was of Fremont’s left at the Battle of Cross Keys in which Stonewall Jackson
stopped the Union advance into the Valley. Stahel’s position on the left exposed
hiscommand to aflank attack by Isaac Trimbl € sbrigade asFremont was attempting
to turn theright of the Confederate line.

By July 1862, Stahel was commander of thefirst brigade of Robert C. Schenck’sfirst divison Army of Virginiainthe
corpsledbyFranz Sigel inMgj. Gen. John Pope' sArmy of Virginia. At the Second Battle of Bull Run, Schenck waswounded
and Stahel became acting commander of the division. (Adolphus Buschbeck succeeded to command of the brigade.)
Stahel’s brigade was one of two that covered Sigel’s retreat when Pope's army was defeated.

Stahel was appointed abrigadi er general onNovember 12, 1862. He commandedthefirst divisioninSigel’scorps, which
became XI Corps in the Army of the Potomac. He commanded the corps briefly in early 1863. Stahel was named a major
general onMarch 14, 1863.

At the Battle of Piedmont on June 5, 1864, serving as cavalry commander under Mgj. Gen. David Hunter, Stahel
distinguished himself under fire until he washit in theshoulder. Thisled to Stahel’s having received theMedal of Honor, on
November 4, 1893, for leading his division until seriously wounded. Stahel served, after recovering from his wound, on
court-martial duty until heresigned on February 8, 1865.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Restoring the Brentsville Jall
By Brendon Hanafin

It has been a productive decade plus some for
therestoration of the buildings of the Brentsville
CourthouseHistoric Centre. Starting in 2001 with
the stabilization of the Union Church and the
Brentsville Courthouse, County staff, volunteers
and the community have been hard at work.
County staff restored the Union Church in 2005-
2006 (with daily oversight and refreshmentsfrom
Gladys). KeysRidge Construction Inc. completed
the restoration of the Courthouse in 2007. The
Haislip-Hall House was also restored in 2007 and
wasthefirst project to utilize our new (at the time)
saw mill. The mill continuesto beworthitsweight
ingold in cost savings.

The last building to berestored turned out to be 7. ;. e A
thetoughest to restore. Wefelt asa staff that the First floor hallway

most important project in our backlog of County  the County Board of Supervisors pool together
historic properties wasthe jail. Staff requested  $182 000 from projects like Ben Lomond,
Historic Acquisitions, and Bennett School in order
to restore the jail. The Board agreed and this
along with left over Brentsvillefunds, donations
from the Friends of BrentsvilleHistoric Centre,
appropriation from the Brentsville Magisterial
District Supervisor, grants, and donations have
increased the total budget to $834,000.

In early 2012 design work began. Due to the
deteriorated and unsafe condition of the Jail the
il work had to be phased. Phase 1 wasthe selective
removals of termiteand water damaged framing,
Phase 2 rebuilt the brick wallswith local masonry
/| firm Dominion Restoration. Dominion rebuilt the
| entire 3-4' lower courses of brick in small
| sections and pumped in a soft mortar mix into all
| of thevoidsin thebrick. They completed their
| very delicate and time consuming work in late
2013.

Working on the drywall
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Fritz milling wood for thewindow frames

Thefinal restoration Phase 3 started in 2014 after
completion of the design. Restoration work to
date includes digging and pouring a new
foundation. It isnot easy to diginside 12" by 12
rooms. The stud walls in the cells were rebuilt
with pressure treated 4X6 lumber as we don’t
want to have to come back and restore this one
again! The new mechanical and electrical systems
arecomplete. Theeight roomsand two halls will
befinished inamixtureof plaster, exposed brick,
and planks. The plaster is well underway.
Windows and bars have gone back in, the
stairway to the second floor will be completed in
amatter of weeksand then itisontotheflooring
and completion of the plank walls.

Theseprojects taketime and an attention to detall
on a daily basis. Items like the size of the
windows, type of doors, configuration of rooms
are all hard to determine and can change as the
buildingis* peeled back” often revealing “ ghost

marks’ or cluesto the past. Thesecluescanbea

paint line, different color bricks, water staining,
etc.

Whenever possible, staff and volunteers (AKA
Morgan) took road trips to other historic jails
acrossthe Commonwealthto gain valuable insight
into building practices and materials. We
consulted with noted Historic Architect Dr. Carl
Lounsbury of Colonial Williamsburgto review
and consult on thedrawings. Thishasbeenalong
and sometimes arduous process but we arein
thehome stretch.

The Jail may look unfinished but the
transformation back to 1822 will be completed
over thesummer and into thefall. Wehope that
you will attend theribbon cutting thisfall and be
a part of our shared community and county
success. Stay tuned for the ongoing effort to
furnish and put exhibitsin the Jail. The Prince
William Historic Preservation Foundationis about
to embark on alarge scale campaign to appeal
for donationsto the project.

Busy, busy, busy ... gottaget it done....
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Brentsville Neighbors

“Preserving Brentsville's History”

Contact uson:
mor ganbreeden@aol.com
All back issues on:
http://www.historicprincewilliam.org/brentsvilleneighbors.htmi

IN GOD WE TRUST
BrentsvilleNeighbors
c/oMorgan Breeden
9721 Windy Hill Drive
Nokesville, VA 20181




