
Cole Family Cemetery

The Cole Family Cemetery is located 200 yards south of the intersection of Joplin and Dumfries Roads in the front yard at 14680 Joplin Road, Independent Hill. A wooden rail fence surrounds the cemetery that is only three feet from the pavement of Joplin Road. My first impression was that the 30 feet by 45 feet cemetery is in good shape but that was mainly because of the excellent landscaping of flowers and decorative rocks that surround the perimeter.  


The maintenance of the cemetery is made difficult by 17 stumps of different sizes and some wild roses. Neither of these poses a long term problem. The cemetery needs periodic weed removal and repair of broken tombstone.


There are at least seven burials at this location in two rows. Six have marked tombstones and one grave is marked with head and foot fieldstones.

stone #1 - “Our Father And Beloved Husband”  Lawrence Cole born __ __ 1812, died 11 Sep 1884 (stone is approx. 30 inches by 20 inches with a large crack close to the middle of the stone but does not go all the way across. The stone is upright and not on a base. Lawrence was the son of Benjamin and Prissy Cole.)

stone #2 - Jane Cole wife of Lawrence born Mar 18 1816, died May 16 1890 (stone is broken off the base and standing upright in front of the base. It appears that the damage was sustained years ago.)
stone #3 - M. J. L.  (Martha Jane Lynn daughter of John Henry and Edna (Cole) Lynn born 14 Apr 1869, died __ __ __?)
stone #4 - E. A. L.  (Edna Ann Lynn daughter of Lawrence and Jane (Milstead) Cole born about 1834, married John Henry Lynn.)
stone #5 - fieldstone

stone#6 - Willie J. Ashby, 1860 - 1928, Elizabeth his wife 1866 - 19_ _, loved in life and remembered in death (Willie was Willie Jackson Ashby born Stafford County VA. - Elizabeth was the youngest daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Carter) Cole, she was born 26 March 1866 at Independent Hill and died 25 March 1951 at the home of her daughter Lilla Crabtree Pence of Manassas.  She was buried next to her husband although the tombstone doesn’t indicate a death date.)

stone # 7  -  Lois Ashby, born Aug 10 1893, died Oct 27 1897, daughter of W. J. and Eliz. Ashby. (Lois was Lois Taylor Ashby in records)
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