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CITIZEN CEMETERY RECORDATION FORM    


                      
Note: This form is for use by non-professionals only. All others must submit records for approval through DSS.
General Location Information

	Cemetery Name:

	Green Level

	County/City:
	Prince William

	Address/Location: 
	Merrimac Farm Wildlife Management Area


Map Data  (Consult DHR Archives Staff for help with obtaining map information)
	USGS  7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Name::
	Somerville


	Datum: Choose One.
	UTM Zone: Choose One.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NAD 1927
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WGS 1984
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 17

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NAD 1983
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 18


	UTM Easting:
	278,718
	   UTM Northing:
	4,277,882


Alternately, you may provide Latitude and Longitude Coordinates
	Lat:
	
	   Long:
	
	  Source (Google Maps, GPS, etc):
	     


Cemetery Information

	Religious Affiliation: Select all that apply


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AME
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hebrew

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Baptist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lutheran

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Catholic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mennonite

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Congregationalist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mormon

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disciples of Christ
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Seventh Day Adventist

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eastern Orthodox
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unitarian

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Episcopal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None/Unknown

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friends
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other- specify:       


	Ethnic Affiliation: Select  all that apply


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 African American

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jewish

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 English

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native American

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 French
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scotch-Irish

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 German
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unknown

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Huguenot
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other- specify:       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Italian
	


Artistic Values: Select One (based on the markers’ level of craftsmanship). Use your best judgment.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Medium 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low 
Grave Type: Select One.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marked only
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marked and Unmarked 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Unmarked only 
	Earliest Marked Death Date:
	1826  

	     Latest Marked Death Date:
	1852


Approximate Number of Gravestones: Select only one choice.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1-5
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-10
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11-25 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 26-50 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 51-100 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 101-999 
Approximate Number of Total Burials: Select only one choice.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1-5
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-10
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11-25 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 26-50 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 51-100 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 101-999 
	Enclosure Type: Select only one choice.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fence

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hedge


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wall

	


	Current Use: Select  only one choice


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Abandoned
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Memorial Park

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Church/Religious

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Military

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 City/Town
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Family
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private


	Significant Markers and/or Individuals:  (use additional pages if needed)                                           FORMCHECKBOX 
 See intensive level marker forms


	Marker Type
	First Name
	Last Name
	Birth Date
	Death Date
	Condition 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	William
	French
	1793
	1826
	Broken

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Susan A.
	French
	1823
	1846
	Broken

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Elizabeth
	French
	1819
	1851
	Broken

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Maria L.
	French
	1826
	1845
	Broken

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Martha
	French
	1794
	1852
	Partial

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Anne M.
	French
	1815
	1846
	Fair

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	C.T.
	T.
	unk
	unk
	Poor

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	unknown
	unknown
	unk
	unk
	Good


	Marker Types
	(to be entered above)

	Bench
	Iron/Metal

	Cenotaph
	Mausoleum

	Chest Tomb
	Monument

	Cradle Grave
	Other

	Crypt
	Slab/Capstone/Ledger

	Fieldstone
	Table

	Headstone/Tablet
	Temporary


General Condition Description:  Describe the condition of the cemetery as a whole including any damage, if applicable.
Based on the results of probing and marker recovery, the alignment of identified graves and the presence of some depressions, cemetery layout can be estimated, though the exact number of graves and precise historic cemetery dimensions cannot be unequivocally represented.  The cemetery is now known to contain at least four rows of graves (see sketch map).  The maximum number of identified graves in any row is four, though these rows may allow for several more in each row.  The dimensions of the cemetery are conservatively estimated at 80 (north/south) by 100 (east/west) feet, approximately 8000 ft2.  This represents less than one fourth of the original area set aside for a cemetery.  In an 1850 deed transferring the dower portion of the French estate out of the family’s ownership, ¾ of an acre is reserved for a graveyard.

A total of eight graves were located and a ninth interment was indicated by a displaced fieldstone marker. In addition, several other graves are considered likely. A handful of unmarked graves are indicated by depressions though some of these lack distinctive linear form and the ground surface is irregular. For each of the known graves, their locations were refined by probing and by correlating in-situ headstone and footstone fragments with displaced and broken stones.  Graves are oriented traditionally in an eastward facing direction with headstone inscriptions facing east.  Seven graves are of the French family.  One is marked with initials “CTT”.  Another grave is marked by small fieldstone markers at the head and foot. 

Setting and Landscape Description:  Describe the surroundings, landscape features, walls, plantings, etc.

The cemetery location is somewhat unremarkable, though careful study of the terrain and vegetation suggest the history of the immediate landscape.  On otherwise level ground thickly covered by a young mixed hardwood forest with an aggressive cedar component, the cemetery hardly stood out at first glance prior to this project.  Indeed, even those familiar with its location might occasionally walk past the cemetery unknowingly, particularly during the summer months when weeds, saplings and vines conspire to combine the forest into one green monotonous scene.  The most notable sign of the cemetery is a thick groundcover of periwinkle that has undoubtedly expanded beyond the immediate burial locations.  Tthe cemetery appears as a small, low hummock owning to the loss of soil surrounding the little grave plot through centuries of farming.  The edges of the cemetery are cut most markedly along the northern, western and southern boundaries by relict plow lines.  Its relationship to the plow is marked not coincidentally by a plowshare found on the ground surface in the northern area of the cemetery.   The cause of this subtle island effect can be seen in a 1937 aerial photo where the cemetery is marked by a small stand of trees in an expanse of bare ground.  Several large descendants of these trees stand at the cemetery today in contrast to the surrounding trees.  For decades after the plow was set aside, the cemetery stood unprotected in a cow pasture and the grave markers were undoubtedly disturbed by cattle.  During the late 20th century, the cemetery was gradually consumed by forest.         


Additional Comments: 
     
Recorder Information

	First name
	Jeff 

	   Last name:
	Irwin

	Title:
	Archaeologist (Member and Volunteer for Prince William Conservation Alliance)  

	Address:
	     

	City:
	Woodbridge  
	State:
	VA

	Zip:
	22192

	Phone:
	910-315-8043
	Date: 02/10/2014


	Relationship to Property: Select all that apply


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Occupant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner of Property
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Property Manager
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tenant

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner of the Specimens
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Occupant, former
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner of Property, former
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Property Manager, former
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tenant, former


Notes on This Form

The Citizen Cemetery Recordation Form is designed to easily allow members of the public (not archaeologists or preservation professionals) to submit information relating to many different kinds of cemeteries throughout Virginia. By submitting this form to DHR, you are recording a cemetery in our historic resources database. This information may be accessed by researchers, or by individuals, governments, and agencies seeking compliance with State and Federal preservation laws. In other words, recording a cemetery with DHR may help prevent it from being damaged or destroyed. To further ensure the preservation of a cemetery, contact the Assessor’s office of your local government to ensure that the cemetery is recorded on local-level parcel maps.

Recording a cemetery on this form does not “list” it on the National Register of Historic Places or the Virginia Landmarks Register or affirm its historical significance. For more information on listing resources on the historic registers, contact DHR’s regional staff.
Accompanying Materials Information
Submit the following materials to DHR’s Archives along with this completed form.
1 Locator map 
Locator map will preferably be a relevant portion of a 7.5’ USGS Topographic Quadrangle Map. Indicate location of cemetery and the name of the USGS Quad. Print or digital formats accepted. Free digital topo maps are available from the USGS website. 

Printouts or digital images of legible maps similar to Mapquest or Google Maps may also be acceptable. Ensure that the size, shape, and location of your cemetery is visible on the map. You may need to provide two maps (one far away to show location and one zoomed in to show size and shape) to allow us to adequately record your cemetery.
2. Plan drawing of the cemetery
Plan view drawing may be computer generated or hand-drawn. Drawing must show outline of the cemetery and placement of headstones/depressions from an overhead view. 
3. Photos
Black and white archival prints no larger than 4” x 6”are preferred.  Digital image files (.TIF) will be accepted in all circumstances.
Submit completed materials in hardcopy and/or digital format (CD) to 

DHR Archives

2801 Kensington Avenue

Richmond, VA  23221

If you’d like to submit your materials online, contact the DHR Archivist for more details.
Questions about how to complete this form and how to prepare accompanying documents may be addressed to the DHR Archivist at (804) 367-2323.  
Find more information on DHR’s archives at http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/archives/archiv_info.htm.

The Department of Historic Resources thanks you for this important information 
which will be integrated into our DHR’s permanent archival collections.
3/25/2011  JLUS
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