Prince William County Virginia Court Minutes 1833 – 1838, Five Years at the Brentsville Court is a transcription from the original minute book located at the Prince William County Court House, Manassas, Virginia. Below are some of the terms listed in the book with a brief explanation taken from the Fourth Edition of Black’s Law Dictionary.

Ad Respondendum – For answering; to make answer; words used in certain writs employed for bringing a person before the court to make answer in defense in a proceeding, as in habeas corpus ad Respondendum and capias ad Respondendum, q.v.

Demur – To present a demurrer; to take an exception to the sufficiency in point of law of a pleading or state of facts alleged.

Issue In Fact – In pleading. An issue taken upon or consisting of matter of fact, the fact only, and not the law, being disputed, and which is to be tried by a jury.

Nolle Prosequi – In practice, a formal entry upon the record, by the plaintiff in a civil suit by which he declares that he “will no further prosecute” the case, either as to some of the counts, or some of the defendants, or altogether. A nolle prosequi is in the nature of an acknowledgment or undertaking by the plaintiff in an action to forbear to proceed any further either in the action altogether, or as to some part of it, or as to some of the defendants; and is different from a non pros. by which the plaintiff is put out of court with respect to all the defendants.

Non Pros. – See Nolle Prosecui

Offset – A deduction; a counterclaim; a contrary claim or demand by which a given claim may be lessened or canceled.

Oyer and Terminer – A half French phrase applied in England to the assizes, which are so called from the commission of Oyer and Terminer directed to the judges, empowered them to “inquire, hear, and determine” all treasons, felonies, and misdemeanors. This commission is now issued regularly, but was formerly used only on particular occasions, as upon sudden outrage or insurrection in any place. In the United States, the higher criminal courts are called “courts of Oyer and Terminer.”

p.p. – Proper Person

Prosequi – To follow up or pursue; to sue or prosecute.

Replevin – A personal action brought to recover possession of goods unlawfully taken, (generally, but not only, applicable to the taking of goods distrained for rent,) the validity of which taking it is the mode of contesting, if the party from whom the goods were taken wishes to have them back, whereas, if he prefer to have damages instead, the validity may be contested by action of trespass or unlawful distress.

Replevin Bond – A bond executed to indemnify the officer who executed a writ of replevin and to indemnify the defendant or person from whose custody the property was taken for such damages as he may sustain.

Scifa or Sci. Fa. – both are used for abbreviations for “scire facias”

Scire Facias – In practice. A judicial writ, founded upon some matter of record, such as a judgment or recognizance and requiring the person against whom it is brought to show cause why the party bringing it should not have advantage of such record. The name is used to designate both the writ and the whole proceeding

