
Source: “A Past to Preserve” by the Prince William County Historical Commission 

Historic Name: Alten House 

Date or Period: Late 19
th
 Century 

Original Use: Residence 

 This two-story, frame house probably began as a two-story, I-shaped house to which was 

added a one-and-a-half-story kitchen with a sleeping loft above it. More recently a one-story 

kitchen addition was made to the house’s rear. The house has a central hall plan with an enclosed 

stair rising in a single flight along the south wall of the hall. At the top of the stair is a handmade, 

square-profile rail; square balusters; and a square post. The trim is medium-width architrave 

molding, dating to the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Interior features include a late-

Victorian-style mantel, four-panel molded doors, and old, medium-wide pine and replacement 

oak floors. Probably built by George Trimmer, who owned a nearby sawmill, this house is an 

example of the earliest post-Civil War building tradition in Manassas. A simple, small, modest 

dwelling, the house is typical of the sorts of homes constructed by residents as they rebuilt after 

the destruction of the Civil War. 

 

This book as well as others by the Historical Commission can be ordered below: 

 

 

ORDER FORM for  
Publications Offered by the Prince William County Historical 

Commission  
All prices include VA sales tax.  

A discount of 25% is available for purchases of 10 or more items.*  
Please call the Planning Office at 703-792-6830 with any questions.  

NUMBER OF COPIES  TITLE  COST EACH  TOTAL 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MAP by Eugene Scheel  $10.00  

A HISTORY OF PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY by George Brown  $7.50  

A VIRGINIA SCENE OR LIFE IN OLD PRINCE WILLIAM by Alice 
Maude Ewell  

$10.00  

ALONG THE RF&P RAILROAD IN PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY by 
William E. Griffin, Jr.  

$2.00  

BATTLE OF YOUNG’S BRANCH, OR MANASSAS PLAIN by T.B. 
Warder and James M. Catlett  

$13.00  

BEVERLEY (CHAPMAN’S) MILL, THOROUGHFARE GAP, 
VIRGINIA: A HISTORY AND PRESERVATION PLAN by Frances 
Lillian Jones  

$7.50  

BULL RUN REMEMBERS by Joseph Mills Hanson  $12.00  

DISCOVER PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY  $3.00  

DISCOVER THE PEOPLE OF PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY  $3.00  

FORTUNATE SON: Thomas Mason of Woodbridge by Steven B. 
Shwartzman  

$7.00  

HISTORIC DUMFRIES VIRGINIA Chartered 11 May 1749 by Lee C. 
Lansing, Jr.  

Free  

HOME PLACE  $6.00  

LANDMARKS OF OLD PRINCE WILLIAM by Fairfax Harrison  $20.00  



MEMOIRS OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES by Ethel 
Maddox Byrd and Zelda Haas Cassey  

$3.00  

NEABSCO AND OCCOQUAN: THE TAYLOE FAMILY IRON 
PLANTATIONS, 1730-1830 by Laura Croghan Kamoie  

$10.00  

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY HISTORICAL MARKER GUIDE  Free  

PRINCE WILLIAM: A PAST TO PRESERVE  $7.00  

PRISON-LIFE IN THE TOBACCO WAREHOUSE AT RICHMOND by 
Lieut. William C. Harris  

$13.00  

THE CONFEDERATE BLOCKADE OF WASHINGTON, D.C., 1861-
1862 by Mary Alice Wills  

$13.00  

THE CURTIS COLLECTION by Don Curtis  $7.50  

YES VIRGINIA, THERE IS A CARL EIKE compiled and edited by 
Margaret Ann Pishock  

$7.00  

YESTERDAY’S SCHOOLS by Lucy Phinney  $16.00  

 


