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Governors Executive Papers – Lee

Commonwealth vs Benjamin Coot a Negro


At a Court called and held at the court house of Prince William County the 17th day of March 1792. Present, George Graham, Matthew Harrison gentleman, Alexander Lithgow, Thomas Lee Sen., John Macrae and Charles Ewell – Justices.


Benjamin Coot a negro man Slave the property of John Lawson gentleman, who was convicted of Felony and Burglary and condemned to die at a Court of Oyer and Terminer called and held at the Court House of the said county on the third day of February 1791 but escaped from Goal before execution could be done – upon him in pursuance of his said sentence was arraigned at the bar and thereupon the record of the proceedings formerly had against him being read it was demanded of him if he had or could say anything for himself why execution should not be done upon him in pursuance of his former sentence, he saith that he is the same Benjamin Coot in the said record mentioned, thereupon he is remanded to goal, And it is ordered that Execution of his former sentence be done upon him on Thursday the 26th day of April next between ten in the forenoon & two in the afternoon.




Absent – George Graham, gentleman


Then the court being informed of and having examined evidence as to the behavior of the aforesaid – Benjamin Coot since his escape from goal now upwards of twelve months, which appearing to be unexceptionable do order that the clerk transmit a copy of this record to the Executive with their prayer & recommendation of him to mercy. The business of the court being over the same is dissolved.









Signed, M. Harrison








A True copy Teste, Robert Graham, Cl. Court 

