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Commonwealth of Virginia vs James a Negro

 
At a Court of Oyer & Terminer held at the Court House of Prince William County on the 3rd Day of February 1791. Present Jesse Ewell, Mathew Harrison, Alexander Lithgow, Thomas Lee Sen., & John Macrae, Gentlemen Justices. 


James a Negro man slave the property of William Adie gentleman, Benjamin Coot a negro man Slave the property of John Lawson gentleman, & Peter commonly called big Peter the property of Capt. John Hedges being indicted for feloniously burglariously  entering the corn house of John Hedges & taking there out and carrying away two bushels of Indian Corn of the value of ten pence and being arraigned in open court upon their arraignment pleaded not guilty and thereupon the several witnesses against them were sworn and examined and upon consideration thereof the court are of opinion that the aforesaid James & Benjamin Coot are guilty of the said burglary & felony in the indictment said and that the said Peter is not guilty.


Therefore it is considered by the court that the said Peter be discharged out of prison & conveyed to his master and that the aforesaid James & Benjamin Coot be hanged  by the neck on the 12th day of March next between the hours of 10 & 3 o’clock until they be Dead and the court are of opinion that the aforesaid Benj. Coot is worth eighty five pounds current money & that James is also worth eighty five pounds current money which is ordered to be certified.
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