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By the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia – A Proclamation


Whereas it has been represented to the Executive by order of the Court of Prince William County, upon the return of an Inquisition held on the 30th January, over the dead body of a certain Charles Mann, a free man of colour, and other evidence exhibited, that a most evil and unprovoked murder was committed on the body of said Mann, by one John Anderson, who it is believed has escaped from the Commonwealth, and is now going at large: I have therefore thought proper with the advice of Council of State, to offer a reward of two hundred and fifty dollars to any person or persons who will apprehend and convey to the County of Prince William aforesaid the said John Anderson: And I do moreover require all officers Civil and Military, and exhort the good people of the Commonwealth to use their best endeavors to cause the said fugitive to be apprehended, that he must be dealt with as the law directs.






Given under my hand as Governor






And under the Seal of the Commonwealth






At Richmond, this, 13th day of February 1826








John Tyler (SEAL)


John Anderson is a stout man, about six feet high, and upwards of sixty years of age, with red hair interspersed with grey, bald head, and florid countenance – he is much addicted to intoxication.

Brentsville, Va. February 7th  1826
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Inquisition – body of Charles Mann

Information of a Murder in Prince William County

Prince William County Court, February 7th 1826


Upon the return of an inquisition held on the 30th day of January 1826 according to law in the County of Prince William over the dead body of a certain Charles Mann a Free Man of Colour and other evidence exhibited to the Court, the Court are of opinion that a most cruel and unprovoked murder was committed on the body of the said Mann by one John Anderson who is believed has escaped from the Commonwealth and the Court being of opinion that this information should be communicated to the Executive doth direct the Clerk of this Court to enclose to the Executive a copy of this order.


The said John Anderson is a stout man, about six feet high, and upwards of sixty years of age, with red hair interspersed with grey, bald head, and florid countenance – he is much addicted to intoxication.

