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Accession #41135, Box 1, Folder 6

     To William H. Cabell Esq., Governor of Virginia, Richmond


At a Court of Oyer and Terminer called and held at the Court House of Prince William County on the fourth day of March Anno Domini One Thousand Eight Hundred and Six for the trial of Fielding a Slave the property of Samuel Tomlin and Abel a Slave the property of Samuel Steele charged with burglary and felony. Present, Alexander Henderson, John Macrae, Charles Ewell, John M. Muschett & David Boyle, gentlemen justices.


Fielding a Negro man Slave belonging to Samuel Tomlin being indicted of Burglary and felony for burglariously and feloniously entering and breaking the mansion house and store house of John & Charles Hunton with an intent to commit a felony and from thence taking and carrying away sundry articles of the goods and chattels of the said John & Charles Hunton to wit: Six net purses of one dollar value a Remnant of Swansdown of the value of one dollar. One remnant of Casimore of the value of one dollar. One pair of Suspenders of the value of one dollar and twenty four silver dollars; And being arraigned in open court, upon his arraignment pleaded Not Guilty. And thereupon the several witnesses as well for as against him were sworn &c. examined and upon consideration thereof the court are unanimously of opinion that the said negro Fielding is guilty of the said burglary & felony. Therefore it is considered by the court that the said negro Fielding be hanged by the neck until he be dead, on the second Saturday in April next. And the court are of opinion that the said negro Fielding is worth the sum of three hundred dollars current money.









Teste, J. Williams Cl.Cur.


Ordered that a copy of the statement of evidence given on the trial of negro Fielding be transmitted to the Executive by the clerk forthwith which in substance is as follows to wit: The testimony in the case of negro Fielding a Slave &c. It was proved by Charles Hunton that the store of John & Charles Hunton was broken open and sundry goods and  some money taken out. It was proved by John Hunton and others that the culprit confessed he entered the store in the night time and took out the goods of John & Charles Hunton in the night time to the amount of more than twenty dollars. This confession was proved to have been made under an impression that he might  be favored in his punishment but his confession was supported by the proof of circumstances by other persons. Part of the goods and money taken were found in the possession of the culprit. One witness swore that the culprit was in a house three miles distant from the place where the crime was committed at midnight on the night the burglary was committed and was there also about daylight and she the witness had not missed the culprit that night and that they were in the habit of sleeping in the same house thou not together. Another witness swore that on the morning of the night this crime was committed he saw the culprit between the house in which the burglary was committed and the one in which the last mentioned witness said she saw him & that he then had some money and a part of the goods which were proved to have been stolen, and sold them to him and loaned him a part of the money which he afterwards returned believing the goods and money to have been stolen. It was proven by another witness that two days after the fact committed the shirt of the culprit was much blackened with soot and the culprit confessed that the mode he affected the entry of the house was by going down the chimney.”


The court which sat on the trial of Fielding a negro Slave condemned to death for the crime of burglary beg leave to express their wishes arising from the whole of the circumstances of the case. That it may be the pleasure of the Executive that the said convict should be transported instead of being executed according to the sentence the law has obliged them to pronounce on him.








J. Williams Cl. Cur.

Dear Sir,


I have copied this proceedings of the Court of Oyer & Terminer for the trial of Fielding, the second time thinking it possible that the first copy of proceedings which I transmitted to you might have miscarried








I am your obedient servant








       J. Williams









Dumfries, March 22nd 1806

P.S. – It will be gratifying to those interested to know if the Governor has read the copy of proceedings in this case.



J. W.

