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We John Letcher, Governor of the State of Virginia, and Thomas Steers agree that the said Thomas Steers shall employ the following free negroes and slaves, who have been heretofore sentenced to the Penitentiary, to sale and transportation, on to labor on the Public Works of this State; to wit.


Ned Young sentenced by the County Court of Lunenburg County for 5 years from the 21st day of April 1857 for Burglary &c. aged 22 years.


Robert Evans sentenced by the Hustings Court for the City of Petersburg for 15 years from the 18th day of February 1854 for Housebreaking &c. aged 36 years.


Lewis Armstead sentenced by the County Court of Frederick County for 8 years from the 12th day of December 1854 aged 37 years.


Mary Tines sentenced by the Hustings Court for the City of Norfolk for 5 years from the 3rd day of June 1857 for Grand Larceny aged 18 years.


Napoleon sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Lynchburg to sale and transportation from the 30th day of July 1858 for assault with intent to kill a white man aged 22 years.


Jim sentenced by the County Court of Prince William County to Sale and Transportation from the 30th day of March 1859 aged 46 years.


David sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Richmond to Sale and Transportation from the 25th day of April 1859 aged 22 years.


Spote alias Patrick Henry sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Lynchburg to Sale and Transportation from the 29th day of June 1860 aged 20 years.


George sentenced by the County Court of Fluvanna County to Sale and Transportation from the 3rd day of August 1860 aged 35 years.


Spencer Gilbert sentenced by the Hustings Court for the City of Petersburg to Sale and Transportation from the 29th day of April 1859 aged 60 years.


John Red sentenced by the County Court of Amherst County to Sale and Transportation from the 7th day of June 1859 aged 28 years.


Ellen sentenced by the County Court of Rappahannock County to Sale and Transportation from the 25th August 1858 aged 20 years.


Bill Shepherd sentenced by the County Court of Fauquier County for 3 years from the 6th day of February 1861 for Burglary aged 41 years.


Tapley sentenced by the County Court of Fairfax County to Sale and Transportation from the 5th day of March 1861 for Poisoning aged 16 years.


Jim Scott sentenced by the County Court of Bath County for 2 years from the 23rd October 1860 for Unlawful Stabbing aged 28 years.


Lee sentenced by the County Court of Amelia County to Sale and Transportation from the 27th November 1860 for Arson aged 27 years.


Oscar sentenced by the County Court of Loudoun County to Sale and Transportation from the 5th day of December 1860 for Arson aged 19 years.


Sam sentenced by the County Court of Berkley County to Sale and Transportation from the 29th December 1860 for Attempt to Rape aged 18 years.


Lewis sentenced by the County Court of Albemarle County to Sale and Transportation from the 16th January 1861 for Burglary aged 25 years.


Charles Granger sentenced by the County Court of Henrico County for 8 years from the 21st September 1857 aged 40 years.


Benjamin Hargrove sentenced by the County Court of Surry County for 3 years from 27 September 1860 for Manslaughter aged 32 years


Carrol Minnis sentenced by the County Court of Charlotte County for 3 years from the 13th December 1859 for Larceny aged 20 years.


Frank Gwynn sentenced by the County Court of Henrico County for 10 years from the 10th June 1858 for Wounding a White Man aged 24 years.


Scott sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Richmond to Sale and Transportation from the 10th December 1859 aged 45 years.


Hannibal sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Williamsburg to Sale and Transportation from the 22nd May 1860 aged 17 years.


Miles sentenced by the County Court of Henry County to Sale and Transportation from the 19th December 1859 aged 37 years.


Edmund sentenced by the County Court of Charles City County to Sale and Transportation from the 9th August 1859 aged 17 years


Ned sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Fredericksburg to Sale and Transportation from the 23rd August 1859 aged 58 years.


Davy sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Lynchburg to Sale and Transportation from the 27th March 1858 aged 15 years.


Philip sentenced by the County Court of Madison County to Sale and Transportation from the 12th July 1860 aged 35 years.


Jim sentenced by the County Court of Culpeper County to Sale and Transportation from the 4th April 1859 aged 37 years.


Thomas Handy sentenced by the County Court of Accomac County for 5 years from the 12th March 1861 for Grand Larceny aged 22 years.


Ben sentenced by the County Court of King George County to Labor on the Public Works from the 25th February 1861 aged 16 years.


Jeff Booker sentenced by the County Court of Stafford County to Sale and Transportation from the 13th March 1861 aged 36 years.


Tully Iubiller sentenced by the County Court of Accomac County for 3 years from the 13th November 1860 for wounding &c. aged 20 years.


Jerry sentenced by the County Court of Sussex County to Sale and Transportation from the 10th August 1860 aged 56 years.


Anthony Pritchell sentenced by the Hustings Court for the City of Petersburg for 3 years from the 22nd June 1861 for Horse Stealing aged 21 years.


Edward Seldon sentenced by the Hustings Court for the City of Lynchburg for 1 year 6 months from the 8th December 1861 for Grand Larceny aged 24 years.


Tony Vaughn sentenced by the County Court of Buckingham County for 5 years from the 18th October 1861 aged 18 years.


Peter sentenced by the County Court of Gloucester County to Sale and Transportation from the 15th May 1861 aged 36 years.


William sentenced by the County Court of Prince Edward County to sale and Transportation from the 28th December 1861 for Murder in the Second degree aged 35 years.


Sam sentenced by the County Court of Nottoway County to Sale and Transportation from 8th April 1861 aged 27 years.


Jim Sample sentenced by the County Court of Accomac for 5 years  from the 17th November 1861 for Burglary aged 25 years


Fanny Peters sentenced by the County Court of Rockingham County for 7 years 4 months & 2 days from 7th June 1859 for Arson aged 17 years.


Ann Weaver sentenced by the County Court of Southampton County for 3 years from the 26th November 1861 for Arson aged 18 years.


Rose sentenced by the County Court of Campbell County to Sale and Transportation from the 2nd September 1859 for Murder aged 23 years.


Alberta sentenced by the County Court of Madison County to Sale and Transportation from the 5th October 1859 for Arson aged 14 years.


Malinda sentenced by the County Court of Caroline County to Sale and Transportation from the 25th February 1861 for Arson aged 20 years.


James Brown sentenced by the County Court of Prince George County for 2 years from the 12th July 1861 for Grand Larceny aged 36 years.


The said Thomas Steers having had possession of the following named convicts named in the foregoing list: to wit: Ned Young, Robert Evans, Lewis Armstead, Napolean, Jim, David, Spote alias Patrick Henry, George, Spencer Gilbert, John Red, Bill Shepherd, Tapley, Jim Scott, Lee, Oscar, Sam, Lewis, Charles Granger, Ben Hargrave, Mary Tines and Ellen since the 1st day of January last; is to have full possession of the remainder of said negro convicts as soon hereafter as they can be removed from the Penitentiary, and may employ them on such work connected with the manufacture of iron or salt or both of them as to him shall seem proper, and in conformity to an Act of the General assembly passed December 7th 1861 providing for the hire out of the Negro convicts confined in the Penitentiary, for such purpose, and according to the rules and regulations prescribed by the Governor, for and in consideration of the sum of four thousand three hundred and fifty dollars: to wit Ned Young, Robert Evans, Lewis Armistead, Jim of Prince Edward, David , Spote alias Patrick Henry, George, Spencer Gilbert, John Red, Bill Shepherd, Tapley, Jim, Scott, Lee, Oscar, Sam, Lewis, Charles Granger, Ben Hargrave, Carrol Minnis, frank Gwynn, Scott, Hannibal, Miles, Edmund, Philip, Jim, Thomas Handy, Jeff Booker, Tully Iubille, Jerry, Pritchett, Ed Sheldon, Tony Vaughn, Peter, William, James Brown, and Sam at the rate of one hundred dollars each, hire until the 31st day of December 1862 and the said Mary Tines, Ellen, Fanny Peters, Ann Weaver, Rose, Alberta Malinda, Ned, Davy, Ben and Jim Sample, at the rate of Fifty Dollars each until the said 31st day of December 1862.


The said sum of Four Thousand, Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars being the hire of all the said convicts, to be paid into the Treasury of the Commonwealth on the 1st day of January 1863.


And where the term of confinement expires before the termination of the hiring, or return of the said prisoners to the Penitentiary, the said Thomas Steers shall previously notify the Governor in order that the proper order shall be made in time for the discharge of the convicts: but the said Thomas Steers shall in no case discharge a prisoner on his own responsibility or order; and in cases where the term of the hiring expires before the time of imprisonment the said Thomas Steers shall return the said convicts, or transfer them as required by the Governor, at the cost of the said Thomas Steers according to law and the regulations aforesaid. In every case of the discharge or death of a convict, the hire shall be abated from the time of such discharge or death. And the said Thomas Steers shall also be required to return to the Penitentiary all the manacles chains &c. which he may take with the prisoners when they are discharged. In testimony whereof we have hereto set our hands and seals this 13th day of January 1862.






Teste,  John Letcher  (SEAL)








           Thos. Steers   (SEAL)

