Richmond Va.,  July 23rd 1860
Box #3, Folder 8, Accession # 36787
Virginia Governors Executive Papers – John Letcher


We John Letcher, Governor of the State of Virginia and Thomas Rosser and John W. Larrius contractors on the Covington and Ohio Rail Road, agree that the said following Free Negroes and Slaves, who have heretofore been sentenced to the Penitentiary or ordered to be employed on the Public Works to wit: 

Robert Evans sentenced by the Hustings Court of Petersburg for 15 years from the 18th day of February 1854 for house breaking and larceny, aged 36 years.

Henry Jackson sentenced by the County Court of Loudoun County for 2 years from the 19th day of April 1859 for store breaking, aged 23 years.

Burwell Clayton sentenced by the Court of Cumberland County for 2 years from the 4th day of June 1859 for house breaking, aged 55 years.

Charles Allen sentenced by the Court of Accomack County for one year and six months, from the 9th day of June 1859 for grand larceny, aged 28 years.

Jim sentenced by the County Court of Prince William County to sale and transportation, from the 30th day of March 1859, aged 46 years.

Jim sentenced by the County Court of Culpepper County to be hung, which sentence has been commuted by the governor to labor on the public works, from the 4th day of April 1859, aged 37 years.

David sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Richmond, to sale and transportation, from the 25th day of April 1859 for attempting to kill his overseer, aged 22 years.

Spencer Gilbert sentenced by the Hustings Court of the City of Petersburg to sale and transportation from the 29th day of April 1859 for murder in the 2nd degree, aged 60 years.

Jim sentenced by the County Court of Rockingham County, to sale and transportation, from the 3rd day of May 1859 for burning a barn, aged 55 years.

Mathew sentenced by the Hustings Court of Richmond City to sale and transportation from the 16th day of May 1859, for burglary, aged 23 years.

Jack sentenced by the County Court of Caroline County, to sale and transportation from the 20th day of May 1859 for arson, aged 22 years.

Ben sentenced by the County Court of Caroline County to sale and transportation from the 20th day of May 1859 for arson, aged 34 years.

John Red sentenced by the County Court of Amherst County to sale and transportation from the 7th day of June 1859, for murder, aged 28 years.

Mary sentenced by the County Court of Frederick County to sale and transportation from the 8th day of September 1857, for poisoning, aged 16 years.

Mary Jane Mills sentenced by the County court of Loudoun County to sale and transportation from the 12th day of June 1858 for burning a barn, aged 15 years.

Ellen sentenced by the County court of Rappahannock County, to sale and transportation from the 25th day of August 1858, for infanticide, aged 20 years.

James Armstead sentenced by the Hustings Court of Richmond City, for one year from the 20th day of February 1860, for store breaking, aged 17 years.

James Ellis alias James Rix sentenced by the Hustings Court of Richmond City for 5 years from the 25th day of October 1858 for grand larceny, aged 31 years.

John Gaines sentenced by the Circuit Court of Mecklinburg County for one year, from the 25th day of June 1860, aged 25 years.

Taylor Brown sentenced by the Hustings Court of Richmond City to sale and transportation from the 22nd day of June 1860, for malicious wounding, aged 21 years.

Spott sentenced by the Hustings Court of Lynchburg to sale and transportation from the 29th day of June 1860, for grand larceny, aged 20 years.

Phillip sentenced by the County Court of Madison County to sale and transportation from the 12th day of July 1860, for murder, aged 55 years.

Narcissa sentenced by the County Court of Pittsylvania County to sale and transportation from the 1st day of March 1860 for poisoning, aged 22 years.

The said Thomas Rosser and John w. Larrius now having the sixteen named of the said convicts in their custody and employment, are to take the remaining seven into their charge immediately, and to employ them all on the said work in conformity to an act of the General Assembly passed April 7th 1858, entitled “An act providing for the employment of negro convicts on the public works.” And according to the rules and regulations prescribed by the governor (hereto annexed) a copy of which is furnished the said Rosser and three dollars and thirteen cents to wit: Robert Evans, Henry Jackson, Burwell Clayton, Charles Allen, Jim of Prince William County, Jim of Culpeper, David, Spencer Gilbert, Jim of Rockingham, Mathew, Jack, Ben, John, Red, James Armstead, James Ellis, John Gaines, Taylor Brown, Spott and Phillip each at the rate of one hundred dollars hire for one year; and the said Mary, Jane Mills and Ellen at the rate of forty five dollars hire for one year; and the said Narcissa at the rate of fifty dollars for one year.

The said sum of one hundred and three dollars and thirteen cents, being the hire for all the said convicts to be paid into the Treasury of the Commonwealth on the 1st day of January 1861. And in case the term of confinement of any convict shall expire before the termination of the hiring or the return of the prisoner to the penitentiary, the said contractors shall previously notify the governor, so that the proper order may be made in time for the discharge of the convict, but the said contractors shall in no case discharge a prisoner upon his own order: and in case where the term of hiring expires before the time of imprisonment the said contractors shall return the said convicts to the penitentiary or transfer them on the 31st day of December 1860, as may be required by the governor, at the cost of the said contractors, according to law and the regulations aforesaid: and they shall also return to the penitentiary all the manacles, chains &c. which they may take with the prisoners, when they are discharged. 

In testimony thereof we have hereto set our hands and seals the 23rd day of July 1860







Thomas Rosser (SEAL)







John W. Larrius (by Thos. Rosser)  (SEAL)







John Letcher (SEAL
