Mathew Anderson Jail Escape

Dumfries District Court, 10 October 1799
Box 5, Folder 3

Governor James Wood


Ordered that the keeper of the Public Gaol of the District do certify to the Executive the escape of Matthew Anderson who stands indicted for horse stealing; specifying the time & manner of his escape together with a description of his person.









A Copy – Teste J. Lawson C.D.C.


In conformity to the annexed order of the Dumfries District Court. I George Lane, Deputy Sheriff & Jailor of the County of Prince William do hereby certify, that Matthew Anderson a prisoner who was indicted for horse stealing & confined in the jail of  the said County, did on the 27th day of September 1799 about three hours before day make his escape from the Jail of the said County by boring through the ceiling of his room & then through the roof with a screw auger & by tying his blankets together made his way down. Said Anderson is spare made, about six feet high, a little pitted with the small pox, grey eyes, long brown straight hair, speaks bold & confident, fair skin & I suppose him to be about thirty five years of age, had on when he broke jail, a wool hat, grey cloth coat, striped swansdown jacket, striped dark elastic overalls, & shoes much worn. 

Witness my hand this 27th Nov 1799.
Geo. Lane, D.S. & Jailor

of Prince William County

