Richmond, Va., October 25th  1860

Box #6, Folder 5, Accession # 36787, RG-3
Virginia Governors Executive Papers – John Letcher


We John Letcher, Governor of the State of Virginia and Robert F. Bibb and D G. Bibb contractors on the Covington and Ohio Railroad agree that the said contractors shall employee on the said public work the following Free Negroes and Slaves. Who have heretofore been sentenced to the Penitentiary and considered to be employed on the public works to wit: Willis Lackley sentenced by the court of King and Queen County for five years from the 14th day of October 1857 for house breaking, aged 18 years;  John Miles sentenced by the Court of Fauquier County for eight years from the 9th day of November 1852 for house breaking, aged 20 ½ years;  Ned Mickens sentenced by the Court of Petersburg for three years from the 21st day of September 1857 for malicious stabbing, aged 36 years;  John Poolman sentenced by the Court of Accomack County for four years from the 9th day of February 1858 for burglary, aged 23 years;  John Roane sentenced by the Court of Accomack County for five years from the 6th day of August 1856 for burning stacks, aged 18 years; Munroe Butcher sentenced by the Court of Prince George County for five years from the 20th day of May 1856 for robbery, aged 23 years;  Nathan sentenced by the Court of Buckingham County to transportation from the 4th day of January 1858 for house burning, aged 40 years;  Levi sentenced by the Court of Middlesex County to transportation from the 20th day of February 1858 for manslaughter, aged 22 years; Jacob sentenced by the Court of King William County to transportation from the 9th day of March 1858 for house breaking, aged 22 years;  Sam sentenced by the Court of Henrico County to transportation from the 31st day of March 1858 for murder, aged 39 years;  Carrol Minnis sentenced by the Court of Charlotte County for three years from the 13th day of December 1860 for assaulting a white man with intent to kill, aged 36 years;  Lucy sentenced by the Court of Prince William County to transportation from the 16th day of April 1859 for poisoning, aged 45 years;  Sarah Ann sentenced by the Court of Spotsylvania County to transportation from the 15th day of March 1859 for arson, aged 17 years;  Fanny sentenced by the Court of Botetourt County to transportation from the 13th day of October 1858 for poisoning her master, aged 35 years.


The said Robert F. Bibb and D. G. Bibb now having the ten first named of the said convicts in their custody and employment, are to take the remaining thirty two into their charge immediately, and to employ them all on the said work in conformity to “An act of the General Assembly passed April 7th 1858 entitled “An Act providing for the employment of Negro Convicts on the public works,” and according to the rules and regulations prescribed by the Governor (hereto annexed) a copy of which is furnished the said Bibbs, for and in consideration of the sum of Three Thousand Six Hundred and forty dollars & eighty two cents to wit: Willis Lackley, John Miles, Ned Mickins, John Poolman, John Roane, Munroe Butcher, Nathan, Levi, Jacob, Sam, Carrol minis, Franklin Wells, Mathew Rand, Scott, Miles, Charles, Reuben, Ned Lee, Spencer Pennington, Ransome Hasket, Michael Ross, Jim Tyler, John Copeland, Flemming Burnett, John Paris, Andrew Strawder, Emanuel Taylor, Irby Hasket, William Reynolds, William Boon, Madison Goings, Isreal, Jim, Jim Fox, Tom, Harry, Henry Myers, Lamb, Noah, each at the rate of one hundred dollars hire for one year: and the said Lucy, Sarah Ann, and Fanny, at the rate of seventy five dollars hire for one year. The child of the said Sarah Ann being ten months old to go with her and to be well taken care of and provided for by the said Bibb.


Franklin Wells sentenced by the Court of Berkeley County for one year from the 15th day of December 1859 for burglary and larceny, aged 24 years;  Martin Rand sentenced by the Court of Williamsburg for eighteen years from the 22nd day of December 1859 for murder, aged 30 years;  Scott sentenced by the Court for the city of Richmond to transportation from the 10th day of December 1859, aged 45 years;  Miles sentenced by the Court  of Henry County to transportation from the 19th day of December 1859 for malicious stabbing, aged 37 years;  Charles sentenced by the Court of Hanover County to transportation from the 28th day of December 1859 for attempting to poison, aged 20 years;  Reuben sentenced by the Court of Albemarle County to transportation from the 13th day of December 1859 for stabbing a white man aged 47 years;  Ned Lee sentenced by the Circuit Court for the City of Richmond for life from the 24th day of July 1857 for larceny, aged 28 years;  Spencer Pennington sentenced by the Court of Petersburg for ten years from the 24th day of December 1858 for robbery, aged 25 years;  Ransome Hasket sentenced by the court of Surry County for three years from the 31st day of January 1859 for house breaking and larceny aged 32 years;  Michael Ross sentenced by the court of Hampshire County for four years from the 6th day of February 1859 for larceny, aged 25 years;  Jim Tyler sentenced by the court of Warren County for six years from the 24th day of February 1859 for burglary, aged 23 years;  John Copeland sentenced by the Court of Petersburg for two years from the 25th day of February 1859 for larceny, aged 28 years;  Fleming Burnett sentenced by the Court of Petersburg for three years from the 25th day of February 1859 for forgery, aged 22 years;  John Davis sentenced by the court of Alexandria City for three years from the 20th day of August 1858 for entering a house with intent to steal, aged 40 years;  Andrew Strawder sentenced by the Court of Rockingham County for three years, from the 1st day of September 1858 for malicious stabbing, aged 32 years;  Emanuel Taylor sentenced by the County Court of Campbell County for two years from the 16th day of September 1858 for larceny, aged 23 years;  Irby Hasket sentenced by the court of Surry County for five years from the 29th day of September 1858 for unlawful stabbing, aged 39 years;  William Reynolds sentenced by the County Court of Pittsylvania County for five years from the 31st day of January 1857 for aiding slaves to escape, aged 24 years;  William Boon sentenced by the court of Southampton County for fifteen years from the 13th day of November 1855, for murder aged 24 years;  Madison Goings sentenced by the Court of Augusta County for years from the 1st day of February 1860, for unlawful cutting, aged 54 years;  Isreal sentenced by the Hustings Court of Richmond City to transportation from the 27th day of January 1859 for wounding a white man with intent to kill, aged 36 years;  Jim sentenced by the Court of Prince Edward County to transportation from the 4th day of November 1858 for attempting to rape a white woman, aged 17 years; Jim Fox sentenced by the Court of Fluvanna County to transportation from the 26th day of November 1858 for murder, aged 24 years;  Tom sentenced by the Court of Loudoun County to transportation from the 4th day of December 1858 aged 18 years;  Harry sentenced by the Court of Halifax County to transportation from the 7th day of December 1858 for murder,  aged 30 years;  Henry Myers sentenced by the Court of Culpeper County to transportation from the 26th day of October 1858 for beating a white man, aged 25 years;  Lamb sentenced by the Court of Norfolk County to transportation from the 20th day of January 1860 for arson, aged 20 years;  Noah sentenced by the Court of Page County to transportation from the 24th day of January 1860.
