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Virginia Governors Executive Papers – David Campbell
To the Honorable David Campbell, Governor of Virginia


Your petitioners beg leave to represent to your honour that the Negro man slave Landon whose condemnation by the County Court of Prince William County held at the Court House of said County on the 4th day of March 1839 was the property of Wm. Bower of Fauquier County Virginia. That said negro man was committed to jail on the 9th day of February 1839 as a runaway to be retained until his masters should apply for him. That on the 10th of same month as will appear by the evidence transmitted to your honour, the felony was committed no doubt for the purpose of liberating himself and not with that malicious intention which actuates the mid-night incendiary – in this your petitioners find sufficient reason for an extenuation of the crime. Your petitioners beg leave further to represent that the mitigating circumstances were such that the court declares their determination not to condemn the slave to capital punishment without recommending him to the mercy of your Excellency. This they have done with a confident belief that this mercy will be extended to him & his punishment commuted to transportation. Your petitioners deem it unnecessary to say more or to use any other mitigating or excusatory circumstances believing that your honour will not, under the recommendation of the court given under the circumstances herein before mentioned refers the interposition asked at your hands.
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Dumfries, Va., March 14th 1839

Letter from J. E. Weems – petition for Slave Landon

Box 4, Accession#43151

Virginia Governors Executive Papers – David Campbell

To David Campbell Esq.

       Sir,


I take the liberty of addressing you on a subject of much importance. I say important; I feel it as such, and hope you will grant my petition.


A slave by the name of Landon, the property of Capt. Bowers was tried at Brentsville on Monday the 4th inst. for fireing the Jail – two of the members of the court & self thought his case came under the Act of Feb 12th 1829, which entitled him to benefit of clergy. Not being satisfied in my mind with the valuation of damages assessed by incompetent judges, I could not conscientiously consent to a verdict of guilty, but with the provision that the justices setting with me on his case would recommend him to your mercy & that his punishment be changed from death to transportation. Also that the Commonwealth’s Attorney assured me, the prayer of the court would be granted by you as heretofore.


I assure you I feel truly concerned, his case I thought & still think a peculiar one nor would I for my right hand have assented to the verdict but with the above named provision, & assurance being granted. Unless his punishment be mitigated I shall feel condemned, but relying upon your benevolence.







I have the honour to be very respectfully








Your Obedient Servant









J. E. Weems

