Prince William County Clerk’s Loose Papers

May 21st 1903


A meeting of the congregation of New Hope Baptist Church the following resolution unanimously adopted. 


“The motion was made that Smith Moore, Richard Jackson and T. T. Champ, trustees of said church, be authorized to get a decree from Court to sell the church property at Brentsville, and use the money to buy church property at Bristow, Virginia.” Done by order of the church.








Richard Jackson, Moderator








Thos. Thornton Champ, Clerk

To Hon. Chas. E. Nicol, Judge of Circuit Court of Prince William County, Virginia


Your petitioners, Richard Jackson, Smith Moore and Thos. Thornton Champ, Trustees for the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, located near Brentsville, Prince William County, Virginia, respectfully represent unto your Honor that on the 20th day of February, 1889, J. Henry Reid and Beulah S., his wife, conveyed to certain trustees for the said New Hope Missionary Baptist Church all that certain tract or parcel of land lying near the village of Brentsville, and bounded on the east by the several lots of Cherry Hill, on the north by the county road leading from the said village of Brentsville to Haymarket, and on the south by the land formerly owned by J. T. J. Davis, and with a south angle in the line of Davis.

That your petitioners were duly appointed on the day of May, 1903, by Your Honor as trustees in the room and stead of the trustees named in the said deed, who had either departed this life or removed from the locality of the said Church.

Now your petitioners respectfully submit unto Your Honor that only one member of the said Church now remains at or near the said Church and but very few colored people now reside in the vicinity, and in consequence the undersigned trustees have purchased a lot near Bristow in the said County, for the purpose of erecting there the New Hope Baptist Church.

That a large number of colored persons now live at or near the new location of the said Church, and it is the unanimous request, wish and desire, of the congregation that the Old Church property at Brentsville be sold and the proceeds arising from said sale be reinvested in the new Church at Bristow as shown by a certified copy of the resolutions adopted unanimously at a church meeting held on the 21st day of May, 1903, and which is filed herewith as marked Exhibit “A”, and which is prayed to be read as part of this petition.

In tender consideration whereof, your petitioners pray that Your Honor will appoint a commissioner to sell the property at Brentsville, and reinvest the proceeds of the said sale in the erection of a church on the property at Bristow, Virginia, and report to this Court. And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray etc.



Richard Jackson










Smith Moore










Thos. Thornton Champ

