Dumfries, Va., 10 February 1791

Box 3, Accession #40611

Virginia Governors Executive Papers – Lee

Commonwealth of Virginia vs James a Negro

       To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Council.


The petition of sundry inhabitants of the Counties of Prince William & Stafford humbly sheweth that Negro James a Slave the property of William Adie of Stafford County was lately condemned to suffer death for being convicted in stealing of corn from John Hedges, by the County Court of Prince William. And for as much as the said Negro James hath always heretofore behaved himself honestly & decently as became his station, therefore this being the first piece of ____ that he has ever been guilty of as far as has ever come to our knowledge. We beg leave to recommend him as an object of mercy in full belief that if he is now pardoned that he will never again commit assault of the like nature.









Given under our hands Feby 10th 1791

Richard Graham



William Barnes


Samuel Tebbs

Alex Lithgow



Howison Hooe Jr.

John Brown

Matthew Harrison


N. C. Hunter


Hugh Forbes

Thomas Montgomery


James Hore


William Williams

James James



Thomas Mountjoy

John  Macrae

George Brent



Travers Daniel


Travers Daniel Jr.

John Cooke



William Hereford


Daniel Carroll Brent

Jesse Ewell

From the information of the proprietor of Negro James, whom I have known for many years, concerning the character of said Negro James I am induced to join my mite in soliciting his pardon. I do it remorsefully having been one of those magistrates who sat in his trial & was compelled in the rigor of the law finding him guilty of the fact, to acquiesce in the sentence that has been passed on him.








Thomas Lee Jr.

Note on back of the letter reads – Mr. Blair will be good enough to make out a pardon for the within named Negro James.









Beverly Randolph









Feby. 21st 1791

