Prince William County, October 7th 1779

Virginia Governors Executive Papers - Thomas Jefferson

Inq: of Escheat on Ro: Bristow’s Estate - Prince William


Inquisition indented & taken this 7th day of October 1779 before Henry Peyton Gent. Sheriff of the County of Prince William by Alexander Lithgow, Hugh Brent, John Shute, Daniel Tibbs, Charles Adams, John Langfit, John Linton, William Copen, James Triplett, Michael Maze, John Hedges and William Farrow, good & lawful men, Jurors summoned on behalf of the Commonwealth, who upon their oaths do say that Robert Bristow Esq. of  Great Britain upon the 19th day of April 1775, at the parish of Dettinger in the county aforesaid, was seized in fee of seven thousand five hundred acres of land be the same more or less  with the appurtenances situate lying & being in the parish of Dettinger & county aforesaid which he hath not since conveyed away and that about thirty years ago, one Richard Blackburn Gent. who received the rents advertised that the said Bristow would give leases to his tenants and that the said Robert Bristow is an alien enemy subject of his Britineck Majesty, and on the said 19th day of April 1775 was resident in the Kingdom of Great Britain and hath not since that time either entered into public employment of the United States of America or joined the same and by overt act adhered to them. In testimony whereof the said Jurors have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and years first above written.
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Gloucester County, to wit,

Inq. Of Escheat on Ro. Bristow’s Est.


Inquisition Indented taken on the plantation of Robert Bristow deceased in the Parish of Ware in the county aforesaid, the sixth day of August in the fourth year of the Commonwealth and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy nine; between Francis Willis Jun. Escheator of the one part and Mordicai Throckmorton, Benjamin Marrable, John Ash, William Robins Jun., James Nuttall jun., Hen; Pointer Jr, Michael Pointer, Richard Ransome, Francis Hall, William Kemp, John Howlet, William Hall, good and lawful men of the county aforesaid of the other part, who being returned & impaneled by the Sheriff of the county aforesaid, and duly sworn according to the directions of the Acts of General Assembly lately made untitled an act concerning Escheats and forfeitures from British Subjects  & the other an act concerning Escheators and charged to enquire as well on behalf of the Commonwealth as on behalf of the heir of Robert Bristow deceased late of the Kingdom of Great Britain to say whether certain lands, tenements & hereditaments, together with certain slaves &  personal estate lying & being in the county aforesaid, are the property of the said heir of the said Robert Bristow deceased and whether the heir of the said Robert Bristow was a subject of the King of Great Britain, and having examined into the matter upon their oaths do say that the said thirteen hundred acres of land with the appurtenances are the eighty nine negroes and personal estate as will appear by a schedule hereto annexed are the property of the heirs of the said Robert Bristow deceased who was an Inhabitant of Great Britain and a subject of the British King, and the said land, slaves & personal estate are become escheated or forfeited to the Commonwealth of Virginia, and that seven hundred acres of land, twenty two slaves and personal estate as will appear by a schedule here wise the property of the heir of the said Robert Bristow deceased and is become escheated or forfeited to the Commonwealth of Virginia agreeable to the acts of General Assembly in such cases made and provided. In witness whereof the Jurors aforesaid have hereunto set their names and seals the day and year aforesaid.


A Schedule of the estate of Robert Bristow Esq. deceased late of Great Britain lying & being the parishes of Ware & Kingston. Viz.






Land in Ware

1300 acres


Mordecai Thockmorton

Negro slaves in Ditto.
89



Benj. Manable

Horses &c. in Ditto.
7



John Ash

Black Cattle in Ditto.
62



William Robins

Sheep in Ditto.

104



James Nuttall

Land in Kingston

700 acres


Richard Ransome

Negro Slaves in Ditto
22



Richard Ransome

Black Cattle in Ditto.
17



William Kemp

Hogs in Ditto.

39



John Howlet

Horses &c in Ditto.
5



Wm. Hall Jun.


The subscriber Sub. Sheriff of this County, impaneled &c within Jury and attended the Inquisition. Given under my hand & seal this 6th day of August 1779.
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