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Commonwealth vs Nelly & Others


Pleas at the Court House of Prince William County before the County Court of said County on Tuesday the 6th day of January 1857. Be it remembered that at this time same term to wit at a court held for the County on Monday the 5th day of January in the year 1857.


Present, Seymour Lynn, John C. Weedon, William W. Thornton, John Underwood and John B. Grayson, gentlemen justices.


The Court proceeded as a Court of Oyer and Terminer, to the trial of Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen, negro slaves the property of the late George E. Green, charged with having willfully deliberately and with malice aforethought killed and murdered the said George E. Green, on the night of the 24th December 1856. Eppa Hunton Commonwealths Attorney appeared as counsel for the Commonwealth and the Court assigned Charles E. Sinclair Esq. as Counsel for the Prisoner Nelly; Douglass Tyler Esq. as counsel for the prisoner Betsy; Nathaniel Tyler Esq. as counsel for the prisoner James; J. M. Forbes Esq. as counsel for the prisoner Elias; and John P. Philips Esq. as counsel for the prisoner Ellen. Whereupon the said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen, were led to the bar in custody of the sheriff of this county, arraigned and upon their arraignment pleaded not guilty and for their trial put themselves upon God and this Court. And the court proceeded to examine George B. Tyler one of the witnesses for the Commonwealth whereupon the said trial was continued until tomorrow morning 10 o’clock.


And now at this day to wit. At a county court held for the said County of Prince William at the Court House on the same day and year first herein mentioned to wit on Tuesday the 6th day of January 1857.


Present, Seymour Lynn, John C. Weedon, William W. Thornton, John Underwood and John B. Grayson, gentlemen justices.


The Court according to adjournment proceeded to the trial of Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen, negro slaves the property of the late George E. Green, charged with having willfully, deliberately and with malice aforethought killed and murdered the said George E. Green on the night of the 24th of December 1856. The said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias, and Ellen were again led to the bar in custody of the sheriff of this county and the court proceeded to examine sundry other witnesses for the Commonwealth.


On consideration whereof the court is unanimously of opinion that the said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen are guilty of the murder wherewith they stand charged and it being demanded of them, if anything they had or knew to say why the court here to judgment and execution against them of and upon the premises should not proceed, they having said nothing why the court should not proceed to judgment and execution. Therefore it is considered by the Court that they the said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen be each hanged, until they be dead and that execution of this judgment be made & done upon them the said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen by the sheriff of this county on Friday the thirteenth day of February next between the hours of 10 0clock in the morning and 4 o’clock of the afternoon of that day.


And thereupon the said Nelly, Betsy, James, Elias and Ellen are remanded to jail, the place from whence they came and there to remain till the day of their execution, and from thence taken to the place of execution and hanged until they are dead on the day and between the hours aforesaid.


And the Court are of opinion that the said Nelly is worth nothing; the said Betsy is worth $300.00 the said James is worth $800.00 the said Elias is worth $600.00 and the said Ellen is worth $500.00. 


The Court also directs that each of the counsel aforesaid by the Court to defend the prisoners be allowed the sum of twenty five dollars to be paid by the administrator of George E. Green deceased. The following was the evidence taken in this cause, to wit; Commonwealth vs Nelly, James, Betsy, Ellen and Elias. George B. Tyler for the Commonwealth being sworn says one of my women told me Mr. Green’s house was on fire. I went over as soon as I could – on the way I met prisoner Elias – I asked him where Mr. Green was – he replied he was in the house – I asked why Mr. Green could not get out of the house – he said he did not know – when I got there I saw five or six of my boys there – some two or three of Mr. Hutchison’s and two or three of Luther Lynn’s – I ask them if Mr. Green was out and one of my boys Peter pointed to him in the flames. I saw him in the flames myself as soon as I reached the house – I saw the prisoner Nelly and asked her how the house caught five – she said she did not know that some of them were asleep and the others on the bed and when she came out the house was falling in – I staid then some hour or so – in a few minutes Mr. Luther Lynn and G. A. Hutchison came – We all left after staying some hour or two with the agreement to meet there next morning – went over next morning about nine o’clock – a good many persons met there – some twenty perhaps – Mr. Lynn went up to where the remains of Mr. Green lay and found his keys and watch and we concluded he was burned while dressed and that he was murdered – Soon after I heard there were traces of blood, leading from the house, we traced it some 150 or 200 yards, we found a place where there seemed to have been a scuffle and we concluded he had been murdered there – There was more blood there – we then questioned the prisoners about it. Mr. Norris told Jim he was the murderer – Jim said he did not do it. Jim had a cut in the top of his head – they searched the house and found a jacket which the old woman said was Jim’s or Elias’s it was cut in several places and covered with blood – the jacket was then put on Jim and fit him and fit over a cut Jim had in his back – the cut in the jacket being right over the cut in his back – could not tell whether the cut in the back was made with an axe or a knife – thought at first it was a knife – I was one of the jury of inquest and we took the prisoners out separately to question them about it – Asked old Nelly first . Dr. Ewell conducted the inquest and swore the prisoner as witnesses (Counsel for defense object to this testimony) Dr. Ewell asked Nelly to tell all she knew about the murder of Mr. Green – She said they had done it;  meaning the  five prisoners, that he was a bad master and they were tired living with him – she said  the other four prisoners went in to the house and caught him – she said at first she struck with something she did not know what finally said it was an axe – She then said the deceased got up and ran off out of the house – they pursued him with shovels, axe and sticks till they killed him – as he was going out of the house he got the axe from her and I think said he struck Jim with the axe – after killing him they dragged him back put him in the house and set fire to it – said nothing about what occurred in their house before they went in to make the attack – We then called on Jim – I think he said substantially what Old Nelly had said. Betsy was then called she knew nothing about it – Ellen said the same thing – Elias said substantially what Nelly and Jim had said – All these prisoners were sworn before being examined 


CROSS EXAMINED – Met Elias about half way between my house and Mr. Green’s – said he was coming to let me know of the fire – I live about half mile from decedent and in sight. I hear Ellen and Elias are twins, don’t know their ages. I would think they were not over fourteen years of age – each one of the female prisoners had blood on their dresses – would not say positively as to Ellen but believe there was – When I saw the body in the flames it seem to be burnt up – saw the skeleton – could not recognize it as the body of Mr. Green or tell whether it was a white or black man – no mark on the skeleton by which it could be recognized – The flesh was all burnt off the bodies – when I first saw it – found the remains of a watch and a key – the key fitted the meat house door of decedent  - it was about 8 ½ o’clock P. M. on the twentyfourth December I first saw the fire – sent my boy Peter to go for the neighbors he took Elias with him.







Geo. B. Tyler


Luther Lynn being sworn says on evening of 24th December I had gone to bed my wife discovered the fire she waked me up. I discovered it was at Mr. Greens – got my horse and started over there and had got 2 or 300 yards and met Mr. Tyler’s boy and prisoner Elias coming after me they told me the house was burned down and Mr. Green burned in it – When I got there I found  Mr. Green burned in it – When I got there I found Mr. Tyler, Mr. Hutchison and some negroes belonging to us three – they pointed to the remains of the body the house had burned down then – the prisoner Nelly was out at the burning house. I asked her if she had gone to bed – said she had not – when she discovered the fire the roof was about falling in – ask her if she heard her Master holler – she said no – Did not see Jim, Betsy, and Ellen that night – don’t think they came out of the cabin that night while I was there – we concluded to go home that night and meet there next morning at ten o’clock – Thought from the situation of the body something was wrong. The body was not in his usual sitting room but in a shed part of the house where he had his cooking done. He could not have gotten into this shed room from his sitting room except through a window without going out doors – this shed room had one out door – his sitting room had two doors – one an outdoor, the other leading into a room having two outdoors. When I reached Mr. Green’s next morning found some twenty persons there – found the dogs or something had turned the remains of the body round some three feet – found his back bone – part of his head – his hips and shoulders and his entrails – all connected together – upon scratching about in the ashes where he lay found his meat house and bureau keys, watch, suspender buckles, and buttons off his clothes – I told several that something was wrong – he had evidently not gone to bed and would have gone out of doors when the house took fire – I recognized the watch by the chain as the watch of George E. Green the case and crystal had melted out of shape – I tried the large key in the meat house door and it fit it – some one of the company on looking round found traces of blood leading from the house towards the barn – we followed it down towards the gate some 150 yards within ten yards of the gate – there we found a place where something had been butchered – there were traces of a struggle and a good deal of blood. There was no puddle of blood but traces of blood scattered about – found corn stalks over the fence covered with blood as if they had been removed from the place of scuffle – found no weapons at this place. We then discovered traces as if the body had been dragged from this place back towards the house, there were marks of blood on each side of the lane in several places between that place and the house – some one of the company took prisoner Nelly and carried her down to the spot where the scuffle seemed to have occurred, was not present – think Beverly Hutchison and Robert Lewis took her down – asked old Nelly what she struck her master with – she said with an axe – asked her to get it – she went under the bed and got it – this axe (now in court) is the one – the axe was very bloody – the axe and the helm covered with blood as if you had been butchering something with it – no mark of brains on the axe – This Jacket (now in court) was found under another bed in same house which was an out house where the prisoners slept – I asked Nelly whose jacket this was – she said Jim’s who admitted it was his. I made him take off the one he had on and put on this – when he took off his jacket I found his shirt and his shoulders cut and his shirt bloody – found that the hole in this jacket fit just over the cut in his shirt and with blood. The blood on the jacket I suppose came from a wound in Jim’s head about two inches long obliquely across the crown of his head it went to the bone I suppose – I examined the clothes of all the prisoners and they were more or less bloody except Elias, don’t think there was any blood on his – there was found a jacket which was said to be his on which there was blood – about the sleeves – Elias was not there at that time was about the right size for Elias – Nelly is the mother of Betsy – Betsy the mother of Jim, Ellen and Elias – Have understood from the deceased the two last are twins – I asked Elias how they came to kill their master – He said he was such a bad master they could not live with him and concluded to kill him – The four Betsy, Jim, Ellen and Elias were to go in and tie him and Nelly was to come in and knock him in the head – said when they went in he was lying down before the fire, all four jumped on him and commenced tying him – got him partially tied and Nelly came in and struck him with the axe and by some means he got loose and got axe from her, got out of the house – went off in the direction when they killed him – there were several bruises on the yard gate which I asked him to explain – he said his master was striking at them with the axe and struck the gate – his master got off and went down to the place where they killed him they then dragged him back put him in the shed room and set fire to the house. They then took Elias off before the inquest their sitting – ask him how they killed their master – he said he used a shovel chiefly – sometimes a piece of nail with which he helped the others to kill him, that he put the shovel and piece of nail in the burning house, found a shovel in the ashes next morning covered with something supposed to be blood – Jim first said he cut his head in cutting in the woods the axe falling on his head but afterwards when before the inquest and frequently afterwards he said his master did it with the axe in the scuffle. Elias and the old woman Nelly said their master would not let them go to meeting, starved them and did not clothe them. Examined and found in their cabin two pieces of bacon, two spare ribs, some sausage meat, some lard, right smart sugar and coffee, probably twenty pounds of sugar, some molasses and tea – they were well clothed , never saw a more comfortable negro house, it was weather boarded and sealed inside – two beds down stairs and two up stairs all comfortable with an unusual quantity of wearing apparel hanging up on the bedsteads was a tester curtained off very well – altogether they seemed as well taken care of as any slaves in the county – I considered Mr. Green as one of the best of masters – I made no threat or promise of any kind to either of the negroes to induce them to confess.

CROSS EXAMINED – Mr. Green was between 54 and 56 years of age was always subject to dissessia – was a pretty stout man tall tolerably good muscles – weighed about 160 pounds, worked regularly when able as any negro on the place.







Luther L. Lynn

B. F. Pattie for the Commonwealth being sworn says – As constable I arrested under a warrant of a Justice the five prisoners on the 25th December last – they were afterwards put in charge of guards and taken one by one before the jury of inquest. Nelly was taken first – She was sworn by Dr. Ewell after being charged about the penalties of perjury – I was sent for as an officer to act in this case – a warrant was placed in my hands against the five prisoners and I brought them to jail – Coming to jail they confessed to me – The prisoners Betsy and Ellen – I asked to know their agencies in killing their master – I asked them if they struck any blow – they said they did not but helped to tie Mr. Green – The wagon kept considerable noise and I did not feel certain I had understood Betsy – I went to see her since and asked her if I had understood her to say she helped to tie her master on the night of 24 December. She said she had said so to me – The whole five confessed an agency in the murder – Elias said he did not strike his master but helped to hold his masters legs in tying him. I searched the house of the prisoners after I brought them to jail and found a dress bloody and a piece of cotton very bloody – as if blood had been wiped up with it.

B. F. Pattie


P. D. Lipscomb being sworn says – A few days after the prisoners were committed to jail I visited them and asked them to state all the circumstances of the murder – Nelly at first commenced the statement about the bad treatment of their Master – did not allow them enough to eat – did not allow them any privileges and said they should get in his corn during the holidays – she admitted that they all killed their master but did not tell the particulars – the prisoners were all in the same room and heard his statement – I told her I regarded Mr. Green as a mild good man. She said I knew nothing about him – that he had taught school up there and treated the children so bad  none of them liked him. Mr. R. G. Davis asked me if I believed such dammed lies as she was telling – I told him my object was to hear her statement in her own way and would judge of its truth afterwards – Mr. Davis then told Jim to get up and make a statement of the circumstances – he commenced without any hesitation about the bad treatment of their master and so on – as well as I recollect he stated their object was to get Mr. Green to sell them.


They concluded to go in the house and were afraid to say anything about selling them until they took hold of him – Mr. Green always had his gun convenient where he could put his hand upon it and if any noise occurred at night he would go out and shoot low on the ground. He said it was not convenient for them to get in between where the gun was and Mr. Green and they took hold of him and tied him and then asked him to sell them. I think Jim said his master refused to sell them but said that they would all be hung for what they had done – Jim in answer to a question said Nelly struck him first with an axe – he then broke loose from them wrested the axe from the hands of Nelly and struck him on the top of his head, he Jim then run – Mr. Green got out of the house and run 50 yards or more, where he (Jim) got back to where his master fell they (meaning the other four prisoners) had him – he did not seem disposed to tell the particular circumstances of the killing and I did not press him – I asked him if his master begged for his life – he said he did not at the place where he was killed – I asked if he begged in the house – he evaded it, but gave me to understand he did not – I asked if any one struck him after he fell, Elias said Jim struck with a shovel after he was down – I asked Elias what he did in the matter – he said he held his masters legs. I supposed he meant in the effort to tie his master – I am not certain whether Jim said they dragged the body back after he was killed. I made no promise or threat of any kind to induce their confession. I only said I should be in count when they were tried – the other prisoners Betsy and Ellen said nothing about the killing of their master one way or another.


Cross Examined – Jim said nothing until told to get up by Mr. Davis. I understand Mr. Davis is one of the guard appointed by the sheriff to protect the Jail – the prisoners were lying down when I went in, several around the door told me to tell them to get up but I did not feel disposed to be harsh to them or use any authority with them – when I had this conversation there were several persons present I can’t say how many because my face was in one of the squares of the grating and my back to those who were there and when I turned most of them had gone – don’t suppose there were any thing like fifty there nor thirty there might have been a dozen but I can’t tell how many. The prisoners showed no fear but those who spoke talked of the occurrence in a heartless manner – Nelly and Jim said if it was to go over again they would not do it – Nelly did not seem to exert any influence over the others – She was the principal spokes woman until Davis made the remark which brought Jim up – on the second visit of witness the prisoner seemed to show penitence for the deed committed.









P. D. Lipscomb


Luther Lynn recalled – Lives near the deceased don’t know the ages of Ellen and Elias but have heard they were between fifteen and sixteen years and I think that is their age – Says it is usual for parent slaves to exact obedience from their young children and to correct them.









Luther L. Lynn


R. G. Davis being sworn says – I asked Nelly if they had entered into a plot to kill their master – She replied they had entered into a plot for the purpose of killing their master on the night previous (Tuesday night) – I asked if any were engaged in the plot besides the five prisoners – She said no – this conversation was in the presence of the other four prisoners – This confession was made without any promise or threat of any kind on my part – I told her after this she had better prepare to meet her God – She said she was all right on that question.

Cross Examined – Elias said he did nothing but help to hold his masters legs.








R. G. Davis

Bristoe Station, Prince William County Va.  24th January 1857

Box #7,  Folder 3, Accession # 36710, Reel #4200, pages 0557, 0558

Virginia Governors Executive Papers – Henry Wise

Honorable Henry A. Wise

      Dear Sir,


Among the five convicts for the murder of Green now under sentence of death in the County are two under fourteen years of age. Some who attended the trial and heard the evidence are impressed with a strong conviction that the two children might have been instigated by their seniors. Threats might have been used even to the peril of their lives and they induced in this way to take part in the infamous deed. In these events the children of this unfortunate group have scarcely more than passed the age of accountability. From these circumstances being a citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia of which you are the governor I take the liberty of writing you this line in the hope at least that the execution of the two children may be stayed by our interposition until such a time as may be agreeable to your own views of propriety. Perhaps the confession of the three eldest may throw some light on the comparative innocence of the children and then your path to the exercise of the Executive Clemency may be made plain as the Milky Way. As Jeanie Dean’s said to Queen Caroline, Acts of mercy are the acts which guide our own exit from the World.


It is not in my power to speak by authority of popular sentiment touching this affair in Prince William. It is probable however that except for false alarms, and reported insurrectionary attempts in Kentucky and Tennessee the children would have been recommended to the interference of your Mercy.


I am a humble individual probably unknown to the gubernatorial chair of Virginia. I do not concern myself in public affairs. I formerly ministered in the Presbyterian Church of Snow Hill Md. For ten years. The late Genl. Bailey knew me well. Henry Wilson of Washington is one of my most intimate friends and Mrs. Tully Wise informed me some nights ago at the house of my old Westover acquaintance of my having baptized one of your children. These facts may possibly  inspire confidence that this simple appeal proceeds from no improper source.







With distinguished consideration 








I remain yours &c.









Thomas B. Baless

Brentsville, Va.  February 9th 1857
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        Hon.. Henry Wise

        
I have this day received a respite for Ellen and Elias negro slaves condemned to be hanged on the 13th instant, which order of the court will be suspended, until the day found in the respite.








Your obedient servant








Thos. K. Davis








Sheriff of Prince William County

Brentsville, Va.  February 9th 1857
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        Dear Sir,


Your letter of the 6th inst. Was received this morning, in answer to which I have to inform you that the Sheriff has received the respite for the two slaves Ellen & Elias condemned to be hung on the 13th.








Very respectfully








P. D. Lipscomb clerk








of Prince William County

Bacon Hall near Gainesville, Va.  February 13th 1857
Box #7,  Folder 3, Accession # 36710, Reel #4200, pages 0561- 0565
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        His Excellency, Henry Wise

        Governor of Virginia


Dear Sir, I feel it a duty incumbent on me as a citizen of Prince William County, and of the neighborhood in which the murder of George E. Green was perpetrated by his negroes, to address you at this time in relation to the two, Ellen and Elias, which you have thought proper to respite until 22 May.  I do not know upon what ground you considered it your duty as Governor of Virginia to respite those negroes, nor is it necessary for the purpose of this communication that I should know but I am perfectly certain that no petition has been for respite or pardon circulated for signatures or signed by a single respectable man in this county. I am in a position to know what I write. A number of the court before which they were tried residing in the neighborhood in which this most brutal murder was committed and in the everyday intercourses with men of all classes and from every part of this county.


The question for recommending these two (Ellen and Elias) for consideration to transportation beyond the limits of the U. S. was brought before the court after they had been convicted and sentence of death had been pronounced but the court refused to recommend them – petitions have been spoken of in my presence and I have heard others say they heard them spoken of, but I have not seen one nor have I seen a man in the county who has seen one and I will here add that every man I have heard speak upon this subject and I have heard many expressed his determination not to sign a petition should one be handed for signature. You will therefore readily conclude that your proclamation to our sheriff ordering suspension of sentence of death in the cases of death of Ellen and Elias caused to say a great surprise in this community they had been convicted upon their own confession, each one made separately, after a trial as fair and impartial as prisoner, ever had or one of the most cold blooded and brutal murders that had ever been perpetrated. 


If you will examine the evidence you will find they (all five) went most deliberately to work, tied Mr. Green to his chair and the old woman Nelly began by striking him on his head with an axe; that he succeeded in wresting the axe from her after she had given him several blows, and defended himself retreating – that they all pursued near two hundred yards, Ellen and Elias, doing their utmost to stay his progress and they now (since your respite) say that Ellen held one leg and Elias the other, whilst the older one completed the murder – the question as to how they became enlisted in the plot was put to – two both before & since respite was announced to them, Ellen & Elias say now, as they all said before, that the old woman proposed it first and everyone agreed to it. Neither persuasion nor threat having been used towards either one of them by any one at anytime.


Upon examination of the evidence of L. L. Lynn one of the witnesses (a man living in view of Green’s house. You will find that these two (twins) were fifteen years old last spring – They were now, therefore, near sixteen years old, the woman Ellen is of large size for a woman, and very well developed physically – probably as well developed as she ever would be. The boy Elias is smaller in stature but admitted by all to be the most intelligent of the set. You can form some idea of the confidence his master placed in his power of mind and body given the fact that Elias drove his 4 horse wagon when delivering his crop of peanuts at our R.R. Depot at distance of 8 miles from his farm.


I have now given your Excellency some of the facts in regard to the matter and as a citizen in the immediate neighborhood and of this most fiendish murder, who saw way more madenoustic day after the murder being on the spot – a member of the court who heard the whole trial – and a man in that every day intercourse with men from all parts of our country. I certainly have had every opportunity to form an idea of the justice of the sentence upon these negroes – and I can but say that it is a perfectly just sentence and that any further interference on the part of your Excellency, with its execution would be an improper control of our own county business. An interference never contemplated in the forming of our constitution to be given to the Governor.








With just respect








Most obedient








J. B. Grayson

P.S. – I have understood since this letter was written that a petition had been sent your Excellency – signed by W. E. Gaskins and others – gotten up by W. E. Gaskins and also that you have been addressed by John P. Phillips in a petition in behalf of Ellen and Elias.

William E. Gaskins in a resident of the County of Fauquier and has no interest of any sort in Prince William, has no more right to petition your Excellency in regard to this our own County business, than I have to advise that you do not allow your overseer in Accomack to whip one of your negroes there, who disobeyed him.

John P. Phillips a lawyer of Warrenton was (with four other lawyers) assigned by the court as counsel to defend these five negroes. They were as ably defended as prisoners everywhere – of which you can form some idea from the fact that two entire days were occupied in the trial although tried jointly and each Negro confessed the murder – so that I am equally at a loss to know what Mr. John P. Phillips interest in the matter now consists in.

Should your Excellency desire to communicate for information or otherwise, with our County men the clerk of the County Court P. D. Lipscomb or the Commonwealth Attorney Eppa Hunton will give reliable information.

Should you wish to know anything further from me upon the subject – address Gainesville, Prince William County, Virginia







With respect







Your obedient servant







J. B. Grayson

Richmond, Va. May 1857
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To the Senate and House of Delegates of the General Assembly of Virginia:

       Gentlemen,


In compliance with the constitution, I proceed to state the particulars of the several cases of reprieve or pardon granted, and of punishment commuted, since my last communication on the subject, with the reasons which induced me to grant or commute the same.

1. At the last session of the general assembly, I asked the attention of that body to the case of Eben Lipscomb, a prisoner, who was convicted of the crime of murder, and sentenced to be hung. At that time it was stated that such was the conflicting character of the testimony on the trial, that it was doubtful whether the accused was not insane at the time of the commission of the offence, and whether he was not so still. I recommended the passage of a law to provide for the institution of proceedings, to ascertain the fact of lunacy, as well after sentence of condemnation, as now authorized by law before sentence, in order that the prisoner, if adjudged insane, might be sent to a lunatic asylum. The general assembly having made no provision upon the subject, and my mind having been satisfied of the insanity of the convict, I granted him an unconditional pardon. He has since been sent to the Eastern Asylum and received as a lunatic.

2. On the 29th of February 1856, I pardoned also George Cunningham, who was condemned by the circuit court of the city of Norfolk to twelve months’ imprisonment in the city jail on a charge of whipping a female while in a state of intoxication.

31. Two slaves Elias and Ellen, were condemned to be hung by the county court of Prince William for the crime of murder, were reprieved by me on the sixth of February last, and the execution of the sentence was ordered to be postponed until the 22nd day of May, to enable me to consider deliberately what punishment should be imposed. 

In this case five slaves were implicated in the murder of their master. All were members of the same family; grandmother, mother, brother, and two children, Elias and Ellen. They are twins, about 14 years old, and were supposed to be acting under the influence and instigation of the older slaves. The three oldest were executed, which I deem all sufficient for public justice and example; and in consideration of the youth and feeble intellects of the prisoners, I ordered their punishment to be commuted to sale and transportation beyond the limits of the United States.

