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At a Court of Quarterly Sessions continued and held for Prince William County the 4th day of November 1830. Present, George W. Jackson, Richard Foote, James Gwatkin, Redmon Foster, and John Fitzhugh, gentlemen justices.


The Court proceeded as a Court of Oyer and Terminer to the trial of negro man Slave George the property of David Jamison charged with Felony and Burglary (the called court heretofore summoned having failed to meet) and assigned John P. Philips his counsel, Whereupon the attorney for the Commonwealth came into court and filed an information against him in these words Vizt.


“Virginia, Prince William County to Wit: Be it remembered that John Gibson Jr. attorney for the Commonwealth for the County of Prince William cometh here this fourth day of November in the year Eighteen Hundred and Thirty into a Special Court of the Commonwealth of Oyer and Terminer composed of the justices of the peace of the County of Prince William duly organized according to the provisions of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided for the trial of Slaves charged with Treason or Felony and for the said Commonwealth giveth the Court to understand and be informed that a certain Negro Man Slave named George late of the County aforesaid the property of one David Jamison of the County aforesaid about twelve o’clock at the night of the twenty first day of July in the year aforesaid, being a person of a wicked mind and disposition, feloniously and burglariously did break and enter the meat house of one Stephen French in the County aforesaid with intent the goods and chattels of the said Stephen French in the said meat house then and there being which said meat house was within the cartilage of the Mansion house of the said Stephen French and parcel thereof, with intent the goods and chattels of the said Stephen French in the said meat house then and there being then and there feloniously and burglariously to steal take and carry away and then and there with force and arms divers pieces of meat, to wit, Bacon, of the goods chattels and property of the said Stephen French in the same meat house then and there being found then and there feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away against the Peace and dignity of the Commonwealth and against the form of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided. And the said attorney giveth the court further to understand and be informed that in the day and year last aforesaid at the County aforesaid about the hour of twelve o’clock at night of the same day with force and arms a certain Negro Man named George late of the County aforesaid the property of one David Jamison of the said County the dwelling house of the said Stephen French there situate then and there feloniously and burglariously to steal take and carry away and then and there with force and arms divers pieces of meat to wit, Bacon of the value of thirty dollars of the goods chattels and property of the said Stephen French in the same dwelling house then and there being found then and there feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away against the Peace and dignity of the Commonwealth and against the form of the Act of the General Assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided.
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And upon the information aforesaid the said George was arraigned and upon his arraignment pleaded not guilty and for his trial put himself upon God and this Court. And the Court proceeded to examine Sundry Witnesses for the Commonwealth. On consideration whereof are unanimously of opinion that the said George is guilty of the offence wherewith he stands charged. It is therefore considered and ordered by the Court that he be remanded to Jail the place from whence he came and there to remain until the day of his Execution and from thence taken to the place of Execution and hanged by the neck until he be dead on the first Friday in January next between the hours of 10 o’clock in the morning and four o’clock in the afternoon of that day. And the Court is of opinion that the said George is worth $450.


The following was the Evidence taken in this case: Commonwealth against George a Slave the property of one David Jamison charged with Burglary.


Stephen French a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth states on oath that on the night of the twenty first day of July 1830 his meat house was broken open by forcing the lock and a quantity of Bacon taken there from, he thinks to the value of thirty dollars, but in the value he only speaks from impression; the meat house is not more than twenty four feet from his dwelling house and in the same enclosure with the dwelling house, was in the meat house the preceding evening and it was then when he left it locked.


Lawrence G. Alexander another witness states that the prisoner at the Bar he thinks on the twenty second day of last month’s October, confessed to him without any threat or inducement that he the prisoner with another Slave had broken open the meat house of Stephen French and taken there from Bacon.


James Fewell states in substance the same as L. G. Alexander, and adds that prisoner said he got four pieces of the meat & another slave got five or six pieces.
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And the Court recommends the said George to the mercy of the Executive.

The following papers are filed in the case Vizt. “Prince William County to ; 

To John Weedon constable of the said County, Whereas Stephen French of the said county hath this day made information and complaint upon oath before me John Fitzhugh a Justice of the peace for the said county, that some time in the month of July he thinks about the 21 day of the month a certain quantity of Bacon was feloniously stolen, taken and carried away from the meat house of him the said Stephen French in the county aforesaid and that he hath just cause to suspect and doth suspect that David Jamisons servant George. Major William Ashmores servant Ben & Mrs. Sigismunda Alexander servant Jacob of said county (after forcing the lock of the meat house feloniously did steal take, and carry away the same. These are therefore to command you forthwith to apprehend them the said slaves and to bring them before me or some other Justices of the Peace to answer unto the said information and complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. Herein fail you not.




Given under my hand and seal this 22nd day of September 1830






Jno. Fitzhugh




Executed the 5th October 1830 – Jno. C. Weedon, Constable


To the Sheriff of Prince William County, or the keeper of the Jail of said County. Prince William County to Wit: These are to command and require you, in the name of the Commonwealth to receive into your Jail the bodies of Jacob a slave of Segismunda Alexander, and George the slave of David Jamison of the County aforesaid, taken and brought before us for felony and burglary by them committed in breaking and entering the meat house of Stephen French of said county and carrying away from thence a certain quantity of Bacon about four hundred weight. You are hereby required to keep the said Jacob & George safely, without Bail or Mainprize until discharge by due course of law.






Given under our hands and seals this 5th day of October 1830








Thomas Nelson (SEAL)








Thomas C. Thornton (SEAL)

Prince William County to wit:

      To the Sheriff of said County


Whereas Negro George a Slave of David Jamison & Jacob a slave of Mrs. Alexander of this county was this day committed to the Jail of this County for have broken the meat house of Stephen French and taking there from say about 400 lbs. weight) it appearing to me that the felonious offence wherewith they stand charged ought to be examined into by the county court therefore on behalf of the Commonwealth I require that you summon at least eight of the justices of your county to meet at the Court House on Monday next & then & there to hold a court for the examination of the fact with which the said persons as is by law required & directed & that you have then there this warrant.






Given under my hand & seal 5th day of October 1830








Thomas Nelson (SEAL)






Executed – B. Cole deputy sheriff for Jno Hooe Jr.


I Philip D. Dawe clerk of the County Court of Prince William, do hereby certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of the record of the proceedings in the case of the Commonwealth against Negro George.
Given under my hand this 9th day of November 1830.







P. D. Dawe  Cl. Cur.

