Dumfries, Va., 24 March 1792

Box 10 oversized, accession #40611

Governors Executive Papers – Lee

Commonwealth vs Benjamin Coot a Negro

         Dear Sir,


This will be handed you accompanied by the records of the Court of Prince William in the case of a Slave of mine who has been condemned to death by a sentence which I believe was rather occasioned by the severity of the law than the enormity of the offence. However he eluded the execution of his original sentence by making his escape from Gaol upwards of twelve months ago & being lately brought back the court were obliged to enforce the same by appointing a new day of execution but at the same time from the most ample testimony of the fellows good behavior during his absence (at Baltimore) & concerning the end of the law to have been fully answered by such proofs of reformation, the court have been induced to direct the record to be by their clerk transmitted to the Honorable the Executive with their prayer and recommendation of him to mercy.


As I am extremely anxious for the preservation of the fellow. I have taken the liberty of forwarding the papers immediately, and I flatter myself your humanity will induce you to have the matter decided as soon as possible.








I have the honor to be with great respect.









Dear Sir









    Your most obedient servant









       J. Lawson

