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To Hon. John Letcher, Richmond, Virginia
      Sir,

Although this letter comes from an unknown name I beseech you to read it. I am a Presbyterian Minister & have no object in deceiving you.


I can well understand that profound policy necessitated the call for the Militia. It was desired to stimulate the volunteer movement, and to show our enemies that we were a united people. Tho perhaps for convenience of draft.  I presume there are other reasons which are not patent to an outsider. Amongst those reasons it is not supposed that increasing the means of defence by the Militia per se had any part. For in battle they are worthless.


I have always believed that this call would be temporary. I write now to lay before you some facts which may be deemed worthy of attention. The oats are rotting in the fields, the ploughing of the corn is not ended, the people made small crops of wheat, & straw there is little, and the hay is rapidly being lost. I fear I am in bounds when I say that millions a day are being lost, or soon will be.


The people can pay no taxes & there will be such a famine as occurred in Ireland, unless something is done. I speak in behalf of the common people. In  Middle Southern Virginia the men can go & leave Negroes to do the work, but here where the farms are small & there are few Negroes, the work must be left undone.


Before the call for the Militia, I heard of $5.00 a day offered for hands. Imagine what it must be now. 


If a leave of absence for three weeks or even two could be granted, the oats might be half saved & the grass more than half. I was at one of the points of rendezvous yesterday, and saw men who told me they were ruined by this call. But not one complaint did I hear. 


Honored Sir, You love your people & your people love you. Help them in their distress. Let them save their hardly made crops, that they and their families may not starve. Give them a temporary respite at least, and thousands of hearts will bless you. It is believed that the ends for which the Militia were called have been attained. All have volunteered who will be made by this to do it. And the enemy now knows that all have taken up arms against him.


I respectfully refer to Dr. Hoge, to Mr. Richard Dibrell, & to my brother, Lt. B. S. Ewell as regards my character. I am respectfully.



William Stoddert
