July 1st 1863, Richmond Virginia

List of Prisoners in State Penitentiary

Box 27, Folder #1

Governors Executive Papers – Letcher


Penitentiary of Virginia, July 1st 1863 – The following named and described Free Negroes Convicts, and Slave Transports were this day delivered to Joseph R. Anderson & Company to be employed in the manufacture of Iron & C & C at the works of said Anderson & Company in the County of (blank) in pursuance of a contract entered into between the said Joseph T. Anderson & Company and his Excellency the Governor of Virginia dated the 1st day of July 1863 – Twelve in Number

James Bradley – November 28th 1855 sentenced at Petersburg to 20 years for 2nd degree murder, age 42 years, black complexion, black hair, black eyes, 5 foot 4 ½ inches high, scar over the right eye on forehead.

George Dade – September 23rd 1857 sentenced at Prince William County to 10 years for burglary, age 30 years, complexion yellow, black hair, greenish gray eyes, 5 foot 4 ½ inches high, small scar on upper lip, also one at the root of the nail on 2nd finger of left hand.

William Cook – March 20th 1863 sentenced at Rockingham County to 2 years for felony in stealing pork, age 25 years, mulatto complexion, black eyes, dark hazel eyes, 5 foot 5 ½ eyes, one scar on the back of the left hand, and one on the right knee, and a half circle in indi--- on the right arm just below the elbow.

Joseph Graves alias Joseph Green – March 30th 1863 sentenced at Petersburg to 1 ½ years for felony in stealing goods, age 21 years, black complexion, black hair, black eyes, 5 foot 6 inches high, no visible scars.

Thomas Brooke – March 32 1863 sentenced at Page County to 1 year for unlawful shooting, age 27 years, mulatto complexion, black hair, hazel eyes, 5 foot 7 ½ inches high, one small scar near the right corner of the chin, three small scars on the right knee, and two on the left knee, one flesh mold on the breast, one on the right shoulder blade, and two on the left side of the back.

James Burns – May 9th 1863 sentenced at Augusta County to 5 years for aiding slaves to escape, age 53 years, dark ginger bread complexion, black hair, black eyes, 5 foot 2 ½ inches high, one large ----- scar on each jaw caused from being scalded, two small scars on the breast from the same cause, one scar in the palm of the left hand produced by a mash, the scar on the left jaw extends up to and behind the left ear also extends some distance under the throat.

James Beverly – May 31st 1863 sentenced at Greenbrier County to 3 years for felony in stealing a horse, age 26 years, mulatto complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 5 foot 9 inches high, a small scar on the upper lip, a scar on the right foot running towards the ankle also one on the left foot running from the toes towards the ankle, both produced from a cut, two scars on the right arm below the elbow produced from a pistol shot passing entirely through the arm.

George Hale – June 16th 1863 sentenced at Albemarle County to 3 years for felony in stealing a horse, age 22 years, black hair, mulatto complexion, black eyes, 5 foot 3 ¼ inches high, one large scar on the inside of the right leg near and below the knee from a cut, one large scar on the outside of the left leg half way between the knee and ankle from an axe cut.

John – April 25th 1860 sentenced at Albemarle County to transportation, age 18 years, bright mulatto complexion, light sandy hair, gray eyes, 5 foot 5 ½ inches high, one scar on the joint of the right wrist and one small scar just below the elbow of the left arm.

Joe Davis – August 18th 1862 sentenced at Danville to 3 years for grand larceny, age 28 years, mulatto complexion, black hair, black eyes, 5 foot 8 inches high, one scar on the right arm and one small scar at the outer corner of the left eye.

Moses – October 17th 1862 sentenced at Charlotte County to transportation, crime not stated, 17 years old, dark ginger bread complexion, black hair, black eyes, 5 foot 3 ½ inches high, one scar on the left leg between the ankle & the knee from a burn & a small scar on the forehead between the eyes.

Jake – November 25th 1862 sentenced at Pulaski County to transportation, crime not stated, 25 years of age, mulatto complexion, dark hair, dark hazel eyes, 5 foot 7 ¾ inches high, one small scar over the right eye on the forehead and one small scar on the inner side of the left leg over the ankle bone and belonged when condemned to Samuel Crockett’s estate.

I have the above mentioned Negroes examined by the surgeon of the penitentiary who reports them sound and healthy. They can be well spared from the penitentiary, and if approved by the Governor may be hired to Messrs. Joseph R. Anderson & Company under such rules and contract as he may order.








Colin Bass, Capt. Penity

