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At a Court of Quarterly Sessions continued and held for Prince William County the 8th day of November 1831.


Present, Michael Cleary, John Hutchison, Stuart G. Thornton, Thomas C. Thornton, and John W. Williams, gentlemen justices.


The Court proceeded this day as a Court of Oyer and Terminer for the trial of Negro man George the property of the Heirs of Samuel Weaver deceased charged with felony and burglary (the called court heretofore summoned having failed to meet) and assigned Bernard Hooe as his counsel. Whereupon the attorney for the Commonwealth came into Court and filed an information against him in these words “Virginia, Prince William County, to wit: Be it remembered that John Gibson junior attorney for the Commonwealth for the County of Prince William being present here in court this seventh day of November in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty one gives the court to understand and be informed as a special court of the Commonwealth, of Oyer and Terminer composed of the justices of the peace of the county aforesaid duly organized according to the statute of the general assembly of Virginia in such case made and provided for the trial of Slaves charged with treason or felony, that a certain negro man Slave named George late of the County aforesaid the property of the heirs of Samuel Weaver deceased of the County aforesaid on the twelfth day of September in the year aforesaid about twelve o’clock at night of the said last mentioned day being a person of wicked mind and disposition with force and arms at the County aforesaid the store house of one George A. Collis, there situated feloniously and burglariously did break and enter with intent the goods and chattels and property of the said George A. Collis in the said store house then and there being, then there feloniously and burglariously to steal take and carry away, and then and there thirty five pounds brown sugar, seven and a quarter pounds loaf sugar, twelve pounds soal leather, one piece upper leather, six cakes shaving soap, one phial peppermint, one silk cravat, one cloth waistcoat, one silver watch and one pair shoes of the value of twenty dollars of the goods chattels and property of the said George A. Collis in the store house aforesaid then and there being found, feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth, and against the form of the act of the general assembly of Virginia, in such case made and provided.


And the said attorney giveth the court further to understand and be informed that a certain Negro man named George late of the county aforesaid the property of the heirs of Samuel Weaver late of the county aforesaid on the night of the twelfth day of September in the year aforesaid with force and arms at the county aforesaid the store house of one George A. Collis there situated, feloniously did enter with intent the goods and chattels of the said George A. Collis  Collis in the said store house then and there being, then there feloniously and burglariously to steal take and carry away, and then and there thirty five pounds brown sugar, seven and a quarter pounds loaf sugar, twelve pounds soal leather, one piece upper leather, six cakes shaving soap, one phial peppermint, one silk cravat, one cloth waistcoat, one silver watch and one pair shoes of the value of twenty dollars of the goods chattels and property of the said George A. Collis in the store house aforesaid then and there being found, feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth, and against the form of the act of the general assembly of Virginia, in such case made and provided.
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And upon the information aforesaid the said Negro man slave George was arraigned and upon his arraignment pleaded not guilty, and for his trial put himself upon God and this Court and the Court proceeded to examine sundry witnesses for the Commonwealth. On consideration whereof and arguments of counsel  are unanimously of opinion that the said George is guilty of the offence wherewith he stands charged, It is therefore considered and ordered by the court that he be remanded to Jail from whence  he came, and there to remain until the day of his execution and from thence taken to the place of execution and hanged by the neck until he be dead on the second Friday in February next, between the hours of 10 o’clock in the morning and 3 o’clock in the afternoon. And the court is of opinion that the said Negro George is worth $400. The following evidence was taken in this case “Commonwealth against George a Slave – upon a trial for breaking open a store house in the County of Prince William the property of one George A. Collis.


Henry M. Tooms a witness on behalf of the Commonwealth, Prisoner confessed to him he did break open the store house of George A. Collis and showed him where he got in and where he got out, said he had taken there from amongst other things a silver watch which he said he had hid under a wheat stack, prisoner had in his possession when taken a phial of peppermint and one or cakes of shaving soap, which prisoner also said he had taken out of said store house. Witness had seen the store house before he met with prisoner, the window panes were broken before and on the night of the 12th September 1830 one wooden bar which was nailed with ten penny nails was wrentched open – witness used no promises or threats to induce prisoner to confess, but the confession was a voluntary one – witness further states some persons present said to prisoner he had as well confess, it would go no harder with him, whether that was said before or after the confession witness is not positive.


Mr. Collis another witness proves that the articles mentioned in the information were taken from his store on the night of the 12th September 1830 and some others, that when prisoner was taken he had a phial of peppermint and some cakes of soap. Witness recognized both the soap and peppermint to articles taken from his store house. Prisoner showed witness how he got in and how he got out, he forced of he said the bar at the window which was nailed with ten penny nails, and prisoner said he went out at the door by forcing back the bolt thereof. Witness stated to prisoner that if it was in his power to get him off with a whipping he would do so, but whether he told prisoner so before or after the confession he does not recollect.


Charles a Slave examined was sent before prisoner was arrested, by his mistress, and young master to look if he could find any of the articles which had been taken from the store of Collis and he did go towards the trading yard where some of Mrs. Weavers people were at work, and where they had been at work for some days, and found a bag of brown sugar with one loaf, about one hundred yards there from, next to the Hay Stacks, but does not know who put it there. George the prisoner had run away that morning and returned that night.


Harriet a Slave examined. Witness saw prisoner with some bars of soap, cake and ammons  the same week and before he was arrested.


Mr. Weaver – When prisoner was arrested and taken to Collis Store, witness was present and heard several persons say to prisoner it would be better for him to confess and amongst them was Collis, and that was said before prisoner did confess, he thinks Collis said he would be willing to let him off with whipping.
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Which is ordered to be made a part of the record. And the Court unanimously recommended him to the mercy of the Executive so far as to commute the punishment to transportation.







Teste
P. D. Dawe

