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By the Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

A Proclamation


Whereas it has been certified to the Executive by the Court of Prince William that by “An Inquisition taken before John Brown, one of the Commonwealth Justices of the Peace for said County, as well as by evidence heard by the Court on the examination of Marmaduke C. Leigh that a Negro Edmund, lately belonging to the heirs of Edward Carter deceased hath been lately murdered by one Joseph Steel under circumstances of peculiar and aggravated barbarity, that the said Steel hath fled from justice and notwithstanding every effort to arrest him he hath not been taken, but is believed to be still lying hid somewhere in the State.” I have therefore thought fit with the advice of the Council of State, to issue this Proclamation, hereby offering a reward of One Hundred Dollars, to any person or persons, who shall apprehend and convey to the Jail of the said County of Prince William, the said Joseph Steel: And I do moreover enjoy all officers, Civil and Military, and exhort the good people of the Commonwealth to use their best endeavors to apprehend and convey to the Jail aforesaid, the said Joseph Steel, that he may be dealt with as the Law directs.








Given under my hand as Lieutenant








Governor with the seal of the  








Commonwealth annexed, at Richmond,








This 11th day of May 1811








Geo. Wm. Smith

