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Virginia Governors Executive Papers – John Letcher

          To His Excellency John Letcher, Governor of Virginia


I have the honor to submit for you information the subjoined statement, furnished by Mr. Lamb, Gov. Agent, of the number of slaves received and receipted for by him to present date, which have been impressed from the Counties called upon to furnish “slaves for labor on the fortification and other works necessary for the Public Defence,” under An Act of Assembly passed October 3, 1862.

County

Quota

Slaves Furnished

Deficit 

Amherst

260


145

115

Albemarle
540


000

540

Appomattox
180


109

071

Bedford

450


274

176

Buckingham
300


204

096

Campbell
400


204

196

Charlotte
230


197

033

Cumberland
210


197

013

Fluvanna
140


101

039

Halifax

350


263

087

Louisa

350


241

109

Nelson

190


109

081

Pittsylvania
580


410

170

Prince Edward
320


303

017

Total Number of Slaves Called for
 4500

Total Number of Slaves Furnished   2757

Total Number of Slaves Deficit
 1743


You will observe that all of the Counties named in the list are delinquent, and none have furnished their full quota. Albemarle, thus far, has proved entirely delinquent. It is presumed that any of them which furnished laborers for the public defense under former calls have been credited in accordance with the Act of Assembly referred to, with the number so furnished. 

In view however of the failure of most of these counties to respond as promptly and fully as it was anticipated they would do so, to the call made upon them, and the great and urgent necessity and importance of having the requisite force upon the works as earliest day practicable. I beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to the __ Section of the Act of Assembly before mentioned, and to express the hope that your Excellency will cause the law to be enforced in every delinquent county.

It may be proper to remark that in some of the Counties, great imposition has been practiced (accidentally or unaccidentally it is to be hoped) by the owners sending slaves physically unfit for labor, and entirely worthless thereby subjecting the Government to much additional trouble and expense in returning them to their owners. It is to be hoped that your Excellency will as far as it is in your power, have this evil corrected and that the sheriff be instructed to impress none but able bodied men.

This deemed necessary in the opinion of Lt. Col. W. H. Steers, Chief Engineer Construction, to make a call for an additional force of 5,000 slaves to work on the fortifications, and in compliance with his request I have prepared a list of the Counties which will most probably be called upon to furnish this number, a copy of which I give herewith Viz:

COUNTY

SLAVES


COUNTY

SLAVES

Augusta


250 slaves


Mecklenburg

300 slaves

Brunswick

225 slaves


Montgomery

100 slaves

Botetourt

100 slaves


Madison


200 slaves

Culpeper

200 slaves


Nottoway

200 slaves

Caroline


400 slaves


Orange


200 slaves

Essex


150 slaves


Patrick


075 slaves

Franklin


300 slaves


Pulaski


050 slaves

Fauquier


300 slaves


Page


025 slaves

Green


075 slaves


Prince William

050 slaves

Hanover


225 slaves


Rockbridge

150 slaves

Henry


225 slaves


Rockingham

100 slaves

King William

100 slaves


Rappahannock

150 slaves

King & Queen

150 slaves


Roanoke


100 slaves

Lunenburg

150 slaves


Spotsylvania

350 slaves

Stafford


100 slaves

Total Slaves Called for




5,000

Deduct – Fauquier, Prince William and Stafford

   450

Balance






4,550









I have the honor to be









   Very Respectfully









      Your Obedient Servant










John B. Standard










1st Lt. Engineers 

